
 

 
 
 
 
 
        October 10, 2003 
 
         
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Grace to you and peace through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
We, the men and women from both the aboriginal and non-aboriginal communities 
within the Anglican Church of Canada, who gathered in Winnipeg to discern our roles in 
leadership for the communities we serve and the Church we love, share this letter as an 
expression of our common witness to the reconciling power of God in all of our lives. 
 
Our gathering was marked by expressions of alienation. Some indigenous members told 
again the stories of the residential schools; others told tragic stories of their own lives and 
of the lives of their communities, deepened by a sense of rejection by the dominant 
society and the church. Some non-indigenous members spoke of incomprehension among 
church members who felt that the Agreement, which to them represented significant 
sacrifice in the name of justice for victims, had been rejected for reasons they did not 
understand. Some were anxious about the prospect of increasing isolation in which 
indigenous people would be tempted to remain in their woundedness, proclaiming it but 
declining healing, while non-indigenous people would remain in their incomprehension, 
refusing the knowledge which can only come from meeting with and listening to their 
aboriginal brothers and sisters. 
 
Acknowledging our mutual responsibility for this shared reality, we confess our part in 
the pain we all feel. With our senses, feelings, thoughts, choices, actions and racism we 
have disowned, alienated, hurt and wounded our brothers and sisters in Christ. We have 
read with our eyes unloving words of others. We have allowed our love to be 
overpowered by our pain. We have invited hateful thoughts into our choices. We have 
acted in retaliation. We have not acted as Jesus would. 
 
We are called by our loving, creator God to find a path of blessing. God’s eyes can see 
that our path of blessing is a common one. Our human vision is at times dim and blind. 
Yet, we commit ourselves from different places on the journey to move forward together 
in hope to realize God’s glory. 
 
Jesus says, “I am the way”. He invites us to walk that way with him. It is the way of the 
cross. Jesus reminds us that his face is set towards Jerusalem: toward the cross.  We know 
this road is painful, but we also know that it is the path to life…true life for ourselves, for 
our brothers and sisters, and eternal life with God. Therefore, we choose the path of the 
Spirit.                   
 



 
 
The way of the Spirit can only lead us forward, never backward. The Spirit calls us not to 
abandon the best of our tradition, our culture, as we move ahead, but calls us to move in 
respect for the dignity of every community that is part of the Body of Christ. 
 
Therefore, our practical response to this spiritual journey is to be rigorously honest with 
ourselves and to be in unity with Christ. We will accept our differences. We will take the 
risk to embrace them by honoring one another’s stories. Our vision is to respond by doing 
what God calls us to do.  
 
We believe God calls us to stand together in prayer and in commitment. While the 
journey ahead may be long, we make that journey together as brothers and sisters in the 
Lord. We lift our voice in prayer. We offer our voice to God’s Spirit. We ask for the 
Spirit of discernment. We pray to hear the Spirit in others. We welcome the Spirit to 
abide in our hearts. We pray to be reconnected through the healing Spirit of God and we 
invite all others to join us in this new beginning through the grace of God in Christ Jesus, 
our Saviour. 
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