A HISTORY OF NAVAL CHAPLAINCY

“Ever since man ventured forth upon the sea irship he has certainly had
some feeling that the success of his voyage hasndep upon a Power or
Being far beyond his understanding....What coulddhmr more natural than
that, once the ship put to sea, the mariner wousth o have a chaplain or
priest to go with them.”

Rear-Admiral H.F.Pullen O.B.E., C.D., RCN(Ret'd)
From Smith, Waldd.., TheNavy Chaplainin the Daysof Sail,

The origins of the link between clergy, seafarers ships is lost in the mists of
time. However occasional windows open to give mp8e into the past, as
when Odo, a priest who later became Archbishopasft€bury, served in the
ships of Saxon King Athelstan in the™@entury. An 1147 expedition from
south England bound for Lisbon sailed under adiabme of which read “On
board each ship there shall be a priest and the séservances as in parishes
on shore, whilst everyone shall confess daily tglothe week and shall
communicate on Sundays.” Some even suggest thajpibstle Paul, breaking
bread in thanksgiving on board a ship off Maltauaathe year 60 becomes de
facto the earliest recorded Christian sea chaplaamy nationality!.... Moving
on with English antecedents, there were thirteapleins with the English
fleet that engaged the Spanish Armada in 1588. #erdhirteen chaplains
were with the English fleet at Trafalgar in 1805.

As one might expect the appointment prospect farcbaplains varied over the
years. Often a chaplain would be known to a shipjstain and officers from a
parish ashore. There was a strong desire for cimagpd® good character, whose
preaching was salutary for the common sailor aricbhthe “painful” kind.
Chaplains were seen as useful for the keeping oélityand loyalty. In time
appointment was under warrant, a status just $jigitead of master, surgeon
and others, rated equal to a lieutenant. Therestilha question of whether the
chaplain had a cabin or slung his hammock withatherant officers. Sea
chaplains did not fare as well as Army chaplaing wiere commissioned as
officers. Pay was from time to time from the Tregsat other times by
deductions from the sailors’ wages, or both. SarRegplys, as part of reforms
pressed upon the Navy after less than satisfapenfprmance during the later
years of the reign of Charles the Second, gotfmation for potential

chaplains as to fitness from the Primate or thé&isof London. And what
might the ideal sea chaplain be like? The Revekarry Teonge, appointed
chaplain to HMS Assistance, was diligent in chapsaduties including
reasonable preaching, was sensitive to the Idt@tbmmon sailor, and also
had those extra graces and skills, such as pldlgmgiolin and writing



amusing verse, which would endear him to the cagtad wardroom alike, and
which would make him an acceptable companion ferdtfficers on a run
ashore! To help Chaplain Teonge the 1662 Book oh@on Prayer included
prayers for sea travellers and for storms at sea.
In action the navy chaplain’s task was to helpwiended, comfort the dying,
and encourage those who went on fighting. Belothésurgery the chaplain
supported those awaiting the surgeon’s skills wgbkurance of God’s mercies,
before man’s mercies administered sedative rumthHeomortally wounded, the
chaplain listened to the last message the sailatsata send to loved ones. Not
every chaplain survived action. Bonnie Prince Gbadiled in French ships for
Scotland in 1745, and was intercepted by HMS Liorthe hot action that
followed Lion’s marines showed signs of falteriagd Chaplain Leach
intervened and took command to rally the marinesdleéd shortly thereafter
from gunshot wounds. Needless to say there were sbigplains whose conduct
was unbecoming a chaplain, let alone an officeraagdntleman, and were duly
discharged.

4. Up to this time in English Navy history, Chaplacene from the ranks of the
Established Church, the Church of England. It wamiathe time of the Nore
and Spithead mutinies that Roman Catholic clergyaheo receive official
recognition for service rendered to Roman Catlsditors. A Father James
Plunkett provided “divine service” to marines atafttam in 1797 and was later
recompensed for his expenses by the Navy Boardré\@atholic clergy were
available authorities often recognized them, asnwhel 799 Admiral Sir
Thomas Pasley informed the Navy Board that a Fathdflynn attended
Catholics who were under sentence of death.

5. The place is Trafalgar and the name is Lord Nel3be. year 1805. The
chaplain in HMS Victory was the Reverend A. J. $udto had many years
exemplary service at sea. He was a personal foéhlson. During the
Trafalgar action Scott was assisting the woundéa\ba the cockpit when
Nelson was mortally wounded. Scott held his friand listened to Nelson’s
last words. When Nelson died, Scott never leftibey.

6. In 1812 the Lords Commissioners of the Admiraltyeleped regulations
governing the chaplaincy. Placed on a par with casioned officers,
chaplains were still appointed by warrant. Archagagohn Owen, already
Chaplain-General of the Army, was appointed Chaplaeneral to the Fleet.
The new regulations set out what ships would héraplains, length of service,
pay and pensions. Provision was made for chaplaifismction additionally as
schoolmasters, a plan not well received by somegsadhese were also the
years following the French Revolution when God-feguEnglishmen trembled
at the excesses of the godless French leaderstigpdahwart such influence, a
chaplain of the Navy wrote (of other chaplains} thay should “exemplify the
duties that he recommended to his flock by theisbhrdecency and regularity
of his own private conduct.....every chaplain shdaddccareful to gain the
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approbation of those with whom he serves, both highlow.” The Venerable
John Owens, took up his new duties as Chaplain4@eatthe Navy with
relish, insisting that only suitable clergy be ajpped Navy chaplains and that
great care be taken by such to be diligent in tbexie to naval hospitals and
hospital ships. He also strongly urged adequateigiom of appropriate
reading material, usually from the Society for Potimg Christian Knowledge.
Zealous as he was about Christian learning, marametdife, he was not
pleased by the growth of Methodism within the flé¢¢ also had reservations
about Roman Catholic clergy functioning with persias from naval
authorities. Owens began to recommend postingarticplar ships, and sought
a rudimentary evaluation of chaplains from thepteans.

Closer to “Canada” the Royal Navy presence in andrad Newfoundland
exerted considerable influence, as de facto arbfteivilization and moral
standards. RN officers served as surrogate maigsirsenior officers from
time to time were quasi governors until 1728 wheivd governor was
appointed. While sea chaplains borne in ships atmostin Newfoundland
provided as best they could good manners, goodlsy@nad the services of the
Established Church, there was voiced a need fdr@hurch governance to
accompany proper civil government. Eventually as w#ong standing RN
custom local clergy in St. John’s might be comnaised as Civilian
Officiating Clergymen to look after ships withoutaplains when alongside,
and garrison and navy personnel could parade toy“aad garrison” churches
in St. John’s.

Worthy of note was the fall of Port Royal in 17X@awhich the Rev. John
Harrison RN Chaplain of HMS Dragon conducted aiserof thanksgiving.
The intention of the British authorities was torgaon the fort at Annapolis
Royal and provide a chaplain. Meanwhile, the Freseeloped Louisbourg as
a naval base after 1713. Under the Bishop of Qu#ieRecollect Fathers
served Louisbourg and were paid by the Frenchrgovent. Chaplains from
the French warships came ashore to provide clesgigtance until rebuffed by
the Bishop of Quebec and sent packing back to gngps.

When Halifax was founded in 1749 the Royal Navylelsthed a dockyard,
and a naval hospital which served both garrisonrawy. In 1784 an
Admiralty Order commissioned a Rev. Dr. Bynton laagpiain to HM Ships
Chatham and Nonsuch and to cover the hospital acklydrd. By 1809 the
rector of St. Paul’s Church, the Rev. Dr. Stansleaplain to HMS Leander
1802-1806, was contracted to serve the hospitpkang in the Naval List of
1815 as Chaplain to the Naval Hospital, Halifax. Iishn Inglis held this post
in 1819 after which the care of the hospital degdlupon garrison chaplains.

Fragile relationships with the young United StaiteAmerica motivated naval
activity on the Great Lakes and other inland waggtsv In 1813 the Royal
Navy took over the ships of the Provincial Marimel ahe dockyard in
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Kingston and in 1814 engaged the Rev. George Stti&t George’s Church,
Kingston as Chaplain to HMS Prince Regent, thedNtS St. Lawrence until
1815. Deteriorating moral conditions at the Kingstimckyard sparked a
request for the appointment of a chaplain, and éealcon Owens arranged for
the Rev. John Wilson of Ernestown to be chaplaidtbDockyard in 1816 a
post he held into the 1820s, long enough to sewk the Navy land for a
consecrated burial ground and a suitable chapeltaf “containing such a
congregation as the Garrisons of Fort Henry anddtrek are likely to

furnish.” Officiating clergy continued to serve ettstations such as
Penetanguishene, and Isle aux Noix on Lake Champlai

The Arctic Ocean was of some interest to the Rbigaly. Frobisher’s third
voyage there in 1578 carried men and material fleny. The chaplain was
the Rev. Robert Wolfall, sometime of the Dioces®ath and Wells, who
comported himself as a navy chaplain should, “..tegsbther ships in
company, ‘preaching sermons and celebrated the comem at sundrie other
times.” Wolfall was the first parson to celebraibe Holy Communion, Book
of Common Prayer 1552, on North American soil.leithore is known of RN
presence in Arctic waters until HMS Norge with cla@pthe Rev. John
Morgan searched out American pirates during the &7a812. Captain
Edward Parry in 1821 made his second voyage witbhrasmer and chaplain
Rev. George Fisher. RN exploration voyages continugil 1875 when two
ships were sent to winter as far north as possitkin spring to send sledge
parties to the highest latitude possible. With thveemt the Rev. Harry Pullen,
who besides helping with the programme to bolgteits, led Divine Service
each Sunday with Holy Communion the first Sundagaxth month. When
spring came the sledge parties were dispatchedaMirmn and a prayer.

On the west coast the Pacific Squadron of the Rdgaly put into Esquimalt
with increasing frequency to establish a presendbe face of gold rush
activities and uncertain relations with the Unigtdtes of America. By 1857
there was a station with dockyard and a hospital,shortly a schoolhouse for
children in which services were held by visitingaphains. The need for a
proper church was recognized and in 1866 constmustiarted on St. Paul’s
Naval Church, Esquimalt. The rector was assumdrhve served the station
and visiting ships in the absence of navy chapldm&892 reference was made
to a Rev. Morden who also served the garrison.Réae W. Baugh Allen was
rector in 1909, the year before the Canadian N&ealice came into being.
The Roman Catholic Church in Esquimalt, Queen aicBewas similarly
involved with the navy and garrison.

On 04 May 1910 the Canadian Naval Service camebiaitog. The new navy
was slow to get steam up, but still there was @gefrom the churches about
chaplaincy. At that time no full time appointmentsre considered and the
sailors were to attend churches ashore, such asdeadthe RN practice. In
Halifax St. George’s was the naval church in thd @880s. Roman Catholics
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paraded to St. Patrick’s, whose pastor served Gathaval personnel until
shortly after 1910 when Roman Catholics then patadét. Joseph’s Church,
which was much closer to the dockyard. This chuerhained closely tied to
the navy as marriages and baptisms continued tberavy personnel until
1955. The original St. Joseph’s Church built in38@&s destroyed in the
Halifax explosion of 1917 and rebuilt on the sawmeation. St. Joseph’s was
closed 25 June 2006. Sometime before the mid 1B&fisstants were under
the care of the rector of St. Mark’s Church andLB88 the rector Rev.
Nathanael LeMoine, had overseen the first of tiesgensions needed so that
St. Mark’s could accommodate the naval and garnmeonnel who paraded
there. The connection of this parish to the navyg wexy strong as shown, for
example, in the cornerstone laying for the parigtih 1904 by Vice Admiral
Day Hort Bosanquet, C-in-C North American and Wedtes Station, and
garden parties held on the grounds of Admiralty $¢oattended by
parishioners and navy and military personnel. Striki4, like St. Joseph’s was
destroyed in 1917. The cornerstone for the newathyust across the street
from St. Joseph’s, was laid in 1920. Rev. LeMoiad resigned the parish in
1919 to accept a Canadian Chaplains Service appeirif after many years as
“Chaplain Ashore” including the war years 1914-1918Be new St. Mark’s
continued as Naval Church until the erection ofabrée chapels on base in the
1950s. The King George V Colours of the RCN weie Ug in St. Mark’s 19
July 1937. Also in possession of St. Mark’s is¢benmunion silver from the
chapel in HMCS Niobe. The ship was badly damageteari917 explosion
and was paid off in 1920. The set was given bywaiteo the “Padre Ashore”
at the time the Rev. W.W.Clarkson, who in turn preed it to the parish.

In 1910 St. Paul’'s Church Esquimalt and the Rev.Allen continued as the
Naval Church. Methodist members from HMCS Rainbapp®rted the
organization of a Methodist Church in Esquimalt and914 the Rev. Thomas
Keyworth was recognized as Chaplain to the GarrisoMethodist soldiers
and sailors. In 1916 the church was permitted todtled “The Esquimalt
Naval and Military Methodist Church” and a boat vpasvided for the
Methodist Chaplain to visit ships. Similar arrangsts were put in place in St.
John’s NL, but it was not until 1937 that genenalyisions were made for
RCN Protestants other than Anglican to attend dnatePresbyterian churches
when in port. In Halifax the selected church wastéthMemorial United
Church, just down the block from St. Joseph’s and/ark’s. In those days
Civilian Officiating Clergy received five cents ai®lay for each man of their
denomination on strength! These arrangements agedithrough the WW1
years and the postwar period until the outbreak/@f11.

In 1939 there wasn’t much in the way of a Navy Gaisgy. The Rt. Rev.
George Wells, a seasoned Canadian Chaplain Semgtaran from WW1 was
appointed Principal Chaplain (P) to rebuild the @ae Services for Army,
Navy, and Air Force. Archbishop Charles Nelligap@aipted Principal
Chaplain (RC) had a similar task for the Roman Glatk. Military Districts
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were established across Canada and Senior Chaplarasappointed in each
District. Senior Chaplains were also responsibtentoval personnel in their
districts and were to make arrangements accordifiglg Rev. G.M.Ambrose,
a former rector of St. Mark’s, was already Halifaistrict Senior. 04 January
1940 Wells appointed the Rev. John Furlong, reat&@t. Marks’ Naval
Church as a chaplain for the Navy with pay and m@ndajor in the Army
pending development of an establishment for chaarvices in the RCN. In
Esquimalt the Rev. A. Bischlager rector of St. RaNlkval Church was
similarly appointed. Fr. Wood, already involvedhwRoman Catholic navy
personnel, was given the RC appointment. By Apalifdx received a United
Church chaplain and an additional Anglican, the.FBe€.Salter and the Rev.
J.S.Sherren respectively to cope with rapidly grmviumbers. The Roman
Catholic chaplain likewise received additional héipSeptember of 1940
discussions were initiated about naval chaplainitly the two Principal
Chaplains. Because of the close relationship oRibyal Navy and the Royal
Canadian Navy in ranks, training, and traditionsas decided that RCN
chaplains would carry no rank, and regulationasiform for chaplains in
the RN would apply to the RCN. Up to that poirkeliheir RN counterparts,
RCN chaplains had worn civilian dress. Also theynelvaplains would be
incorporated in a distinctive naval chaplaincy lofaas of 1 January 1941.
Chaplains already on strength administered by ttmeyAvere transferred.
Interdenominational cooperation was the order efday. In the matter of rank,
status and responsibility, RCN chaplains had asiflaation system equivalent
to naval ranks of lieutenant to captain, held staisihead of a department
ashore or afloat, and were not required to perfanymexecutive duties.
Principal Chaplains Wells and Nelligan became Cdiaplof the Fleet (P) and
(RC) in November of 1943. By way of interest, thess, fouled anchor and
crown insignia worn on shoulder boards and preacboarves by Chaplains
RCN was said to be designed by Bishop Wells, who developed a Divine
Service Book for the Navy

Into 1942 the RCN had expanded considerably in rusnénd areas of
operation. Senior Chaplains were appointed for Baldntic and Pacific
Commands. As well positions were established indoor Greenock, St.
John’s, and Londonderry. Sea going billets werel@via on larger vessels
such as the Prince class armed merchant cruiséraiemaft carriers Nabob
and Puncher, also merchant ship conversions. Ghapleere appointed for
escort groups, and minesweeper and motor torpeatogooups in the UK. On
the west coast during the war against Japan itsasof the chaplain in the
cruiser Uganda that “...he was to be found all dkiership at any time of the
day or night.” New entry chaplains were sent toGfcers’ Training Centre
in Deep Brook (HMCS Cornwallis) before further pogt By January 1944
there were 48 full time chaplains and 18 part time.

In 1944 Archbishop Nelligan retired as Chaplainh&f Fleet(RC) and was
replaced by Bishop Ronald MacGillivray The nextryBeshop Wells retired



18.

19.

20.

21.

and was replaced by the Rev. E.G.B.Foote as Cimapldahe Fleet(P), who
served in that capacity until 1962. when he bectmaehird Chaplain General
(P) to May 1965.

What were the tasks falling to RCN chaplains in WWWb besides leading
religious services in chapels, mess decks, any sffaces available at home
and abroad, at sea and ashore? There were padmss tedigious education of
dependents’ children, building relationships witlval personnel and families,
finding suitable accommodations for sailors andifi@sespecially in
overcrowded areas like wartime Halifax, caringtfog sick and wounded,
burying the dead, consoling the grieving, respogdmproblems ashore and
afloat, even having a part to play in disciplinaiyations aboard some ships.
Then too early on there was the censoring of maasjstance with recreation
and other educational ventures. There were masjdotisms and
confirmations. In all things the ‘bish’ constanthoved between the lower
decks and the wardroom, being the presence of tGlimishis Church to all he
would meet. Particularly the chaplain at sea waldt share the discomforts
and dangers imposed by ocean and foe.

Post WW Two brought reductions in the navy and tiapy. In 1946 the

RCN had a permanent establishment of 6 Protesta &oman Catholic
chaplains. The chaplains were caught up in thesoadasignificant problems
arising from those who wanted better things tha floe status quo of wartime.
Report followed on report as the navy tried to cegpto these problems, all of
which tended to depress the level of morale. Thane strong opinions that
too long had the RCN formed itself to an RN moalad should become more
distinctively Canadian. This was reflected in thaiMjuy Report dealing with
officer-man relationships, where officers tendednicror RN attitudes long
after RN influence in the lower decks had all bisa@peared .As before navy
chaplains did not wear rank insignia but were giaervised classification
system of IL,111,1V,V corresponding to Lieutenaiat Captain.

Another postwar change was the abolition of passeices in the Canadian
Army in 1947. The Royal Canadian Air Force did Vikee. The Navy however
was allowed by NDHQ to stay the course ‘for thedtibeing’ and Divine
Service could be held as deemed advisable by stépsgains. The Church
Parade would continue for some time. In HMCS Cothsvehurch parades did
not cease until the mid 1960s, with a significaduction in chapel attendance!

The Korean War brought a temporary rejuvenatiotiiéoNavy when a flotilla
of destroyers was dispatched shortly after thereatbof war in June 1950. A
Protestant and a Roman Catholic chaplain weretsgain the ships. Others
would follow in rotation. The Chaplains of the Ri¢B) and (RC), Foote and
Maclsaac, made two visits to the ships on statioing the conflict.
Chaplain(P) Gordon Faraday and Chaplain(RC) Jansed &an, who retired in
1975 as Chaplain General(RC), were just two otctieplains who acquitted



22.

23.

24.

themselves well in spite of “...the wear and teatheir conditions of living.
Having to move every month, lacking a cabin of tloevyn where they could
settle in — often sleeping on a couch in the waodrg Still, “... They did
remarkable well under it all. Their ecumenicitye-denominational feelings or
barriers appeared. Their spirit of mutual respElseir great difficulty in face of
the sexual indulgence of so many men.”

The Korean War gave way to the Cold War with itgtipalar strains and
stresses, such as the Cuban Missile Crisis in @ctb®62 when for instance,
Chaplain George Bell, just home from a tour in HMB&@haventure, was
recalled to sail in 48 hours with the carrier. fiehevas of necessity some
growth in the armed forces during the Cold WarqukrBy the mid 1960s there
were 28 Protestant and 19 Roman Catholic full @ Chaplains. Much that
the navy chaplain had done in the past continudthwgh some things now
had a greater importance. Since the early 1950estadlishment of permanent
married quarters, especially in Halifax and Esquiymaeant that viable
congregations and Sunday schools developed, sdmtioused in new
chapels. There were various chapel centred graugh®manizations. There
were religion classes in day schools. RCN chapleansd now find themselves
posted to serve a chapel bringing them into closgact with both the serving
member and family. For the Navy in the Halifax atfe&a Protestant Church of
the Redeemer and Roman Catholic Our Lady of Fativeae built in the late
1950s in Shannon Park. Similar facilities were tatsed on the west coast in
Belmont Park.

The idea of integration or unification within theadian military was not

new, surfacing in the 1920s and again in the 198f.er WW11 the idea was
put forward yet again. The Chaplains Service, aigfioorganized in three
distinct entities with some disparate practices polcties, often functioned
cooperatively at several levels. On the Protestiala there were such common
ventures at the local level as a single Divine Beri3ook and a unified Sunday
School programme. So by 1957 there was a subdtplaaafoot for complete
integration of chaplaincy services. However, fomgeeasons this did not
succeed although there was integration at the NIEN€. The first Chaplain
General(P) was B.Gen. J. Forth. By 1962 it was @lwvihat any further
attempt to unify chaplaincy services was futileilthe Canadian military as a
whole had moved well along that path. This happdfedtuary I, 1968 with

full unification of the Canadian Forces.

Unification had an immediate impact on navy chafgaRank was put up on
navy uniforms causing some confusion when instéadagiving courtesy
salutes from all ranks, navy chaplains were inénggys expected to salute their
superiors. However the introduction of the CF greeifiorm and a new
Chaplain Branch cap badge, which design would exadiytappear on
preaching scarves and other accoutrements, seyardge residual visual
reminders of the past. Chaplains, regardless ofque service affiliation,
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could now be posted to positions anywhere in thea@man Forces. Former
navy chaplains could find themselves, for examplé) a chapel community in
CFB Comox, an artillery regiment in CFB Petawaweaam infantry battalion

on peace keeping in Cyprus. Likewise an air fotwagptain might find himself
at sea with a destroyer squadron. Prior to 1966 mewy chaplains had gone to
the Officer’s Training Centre at HMCS Cornwallia.the fall of 1966 the first
integrated course for chaplains (P) and (RC) wéd dtevVenture, previously
the Reserve Training Establishment, HMCS Naden. Niywi971 new CF
chaplains would take the Direct Entry Officers basaining course in CFB
Chilliwack. B.Gen Ray Cunningham, seventh Chaptaémeral(P), put it quite
succinctly when he stated “...Our love affair witle thld Navy, Army, and Air
Force is a personal treasure which will alwaysrbeur hearts. Now let us give
our loyalty and devotion unreservedly to our pré€amaplain Service that not
only we be seen to be one but we will in fact be wnall aspects of our
ministry and service.” Reorganization of the Brarnohtinues. What was once
a two stream chaplaincy, Protestant and Roman Gatbmow a single
Branch, and multifaith at that. There are new cagigles, and new Branch
emblems. Chaplains have a single MOC and includsliiumams and Jewish
Rabbis. Where there once would be two chapelslmasa or station, now there
is often only one ecumenical facility. This was sath a new idea because
early chapels in some locations were already ugdzbth RC and P. The
chapel at Camp Hagersville in Ontario was a ‘st@&ethapel — double end,
the pews were swung as needed! Now the evolutiahapbel design is moving
towards multifaith use as shown in the Stadacoith Entre opened in 2006

From 1968 on an identity crisis has gripped thecephof navy chaplain. All
chaplains are Canadian Forces chaplains, and hcande posted to serve
anywhere. The introduction of Distinctive Environmed Uniforms in the mid
1980s has not changed posting policy for chapléidJs did not mean the
end of unification! To wear a naval uniform does pevent a chaplain from
being posted to an Army or Air Force establishnsrgome point in a career.
Likewise chaplains in Army and Air Force DEUs aosied to navy
establishments like Halifax and Esquimalt, and sgméo sea as fleet
chaplains after taking the Naval Environment TragnProgramme.

Chaplains have continued to go to sea and sertiduly regardless of their
uniform colour. When the opportunity as presentselfithey have taken the
message of God’s grace to the Oceans of the wbhkely have sailed alongside
their fellow sailors representing the faith grogb£anada in ships that have
been floating diplomatic missions particularly idINO Standing Forces in the
Atlantic and Mediterranean.

In the late 1970s to the late 1980s chaplainsiégaxperience some
difficulty in getting berths in ships. An increagly secularized leadership
began to question the value of shipboard chapkaidssited training needs and
the unavailability of bunking space as reason @rambarking chaplains.
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Chaplains were not so easily dissuaded. Some eedbark ships without a
designated bunk, sleeping in the ship’s MIR andingifor the first
repatriation so that they could move into the vaeamsommodation. Many
slept and lived in spaces designated for the loengks. These chaplains
understood that they would only achieve their nedfgctive ministry when
they had experienced what it meant to be a sailterestingly, there was still
much work to be done at sea. For example, chaplegns instrumental in
supporting the integration of women into ship’svwesaduring this time.

In 1990 Canada’s Navy entered a potential condlicte for the first time since
the Korean War. HMCS PROTECTEUR, HMCS TERRA NOVAd&MCS
ATHABASKAN formed a 3-ship Task Force deployed e Persian Gulf as
part of Canada’s initial contribution to the intational response to the
invasion of Kuwait by Irag. This operation was dafilthe Persian Excursion.
There was much discussion about the need for cimaplath some arguing that
given the potential for conflict every ship shotlave a chaplain. Others
argued that the lack of bunk space meant that thiaseno space for a chaplain.
Eventually, the decision was made to embark 2 emagl Protestant chaplain
Baxter Park and Roman Catholic chaplain Ron McRdtld@hese chaplains
joined about 100 additional personnel dispersedngntiee normal crews of the
3 ships. They included a full medical surgery teard a platoon of RCR
soldiers form Gagetown deployed on PROTECTEUR, whre trialing the
new Javelin Anti-air missile system, and the Bhit)ymy Exchange Officer
commandeered to teach them how to use it. It wathit PROTECTEUR'’s
gun which had just been remounted after some twgsdys and the World War
Two BOFOR guns borrowed from the museum were nificgnt protection.

The chaplains deployed to the Persian Excursioe wer initial wave of
chaplaincy support to current naval operationshérecent past chaplains
have deployed with Canadian ships supporting peakiem efforts of the coast
of Haiti and Somalia. They have provided humarataifRelief all over the
world. They have sailed in the Adriatic supportlrand Operations in the
Baltic. They have maintained almost a constantgmes in the Persian Gulf
especially since the war on terror response t@teats of Sept 11, 2001.
Currently, chaplains are aboard ships that are@tipg Humanitarian
Operations in Haiti and Somalia and Pirate interolicof the coast of Africa.
The navy leadership has clearly come to a new gtatating of the value-
added to a deployment by the presence of a chatakthalifax and Esquimalt
the request for chaplains to accompany ships kas with the operational
tempo. Chaplains continue to respond to this balhging a vision of peace
and hope and acting as agents of reconciliation.

So who is a ‘navy chaplain’? Perhaps it is reaskenbdescribe a CF chaplain
as a navy chaplain is one who takes the NETP apdsited to sea, and no
matter where else that chaplain is posted, hokelsémior service as “...a
personal treasure which will be always in our heart.remembering always



“...now let us give our loyalty and devotion unresstly to our present
Chaplain Service that not only we be seen to bebomheve will in fact be one
in all aspects of our ministry and service.”
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