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Eddie Dillon had never seen this 
family photo before. It was June 
2011, and Dillon was at the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission’s (TRC) 
Inuvik national event when he spotted the 
snapshot of all seven Dillon brothers. They 
were standing, circa 1965, on the steps 
of Stringer Hall, an Anglican-run hostel 
in Inuvik. There he was as an adolescent, 
dressed in a crisp white shirt, and looking 
off to the side.

“I felt elation,” says Dillon, now 59, 
“because we’ve got no historical pictures of 
ourselves together like that.”

Most of the Dillons’ childhood photos 
were destroyed in a 1976 house fire 
that killed their parents. The siblings 
didn’t know other photos existed, but a 
Stringer Hall nurse, Mossie Moorby, had 
documented her life with the students in 
the 1960s and ’70s. After Moorby died, her 
daughter gave some of these school photos 
to the General Synod Archives in Toronto.

In spring 2011, after decades in boxes 
and albums, the photos journeyed back to 
Inuvik with Nancy Hurn, General Synod 
Archivist. Hurn brought a display of school 
photos to this gathering, as she does for 
all national TRC events. It’s part of the 
archives’ work to make all records available 
to former residential school students.

“The photos help makes links with 
family history,” she says. “Yet laughter and 
tears are always intermixed.”

Dillon’s daughter, Sarah Krengnektak, 
was the one who found the snapshots. She 
was serving as a support worker, standing 
with former students as they viewed the 
photos. When she saw familiar faces in 
the albums, she rushed to find her father. 
Father and daughter pored over the images. 
There were various shots of the eight Dillon 
siblings—seven boys and one girl—and 
one of a family wedding. 

The Dillon children grew up at Stringer 
Hall. Each September they flew four hours 
from their home in Tuktoyuktuk, N.W.T., to 
Inuvik, where they studied at Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie Day School and stayed at the 
hostel until June.

Dillon told the TRC commissioners that 
his schooling was “a tool my mom and dad 
wanted me to have...a tool I’m going to use 

Photo : MossiE Moorby Fonds,  
ca. 1965 (P2011-08 573), GEnEral synod archivEs 

The Dillon brothers in the mid-1960s at Stringer Hall  
(clockwise from top left): Eddie, Lucky, Billy, Wayne, Floyd, Mike and Jimmy

for the rest of my life to get me further in 
where I want to go.”

Dillon now lives in Tuktoyuktuk and 
works as chair of the Northwest Territories 
Water Board. He said his 12 years at 
Stringer Hall gave him lifelong friends—
many now leaders in local organizations.

Through the General Synod Archives, 
Dillon obtained several copies of his family 
photos and shared them with his siblings. 

The brothers snapshot was especially 
precious, since three of them have died. 
Dillon framed that photo and hung it in the 
centre of his home. 

When Dillon’s wife, Lucy, saw the photo, 
she noticed that her husband was the only 
one staring off into the distance. “My wife 
said, ‘Even in those days you didn’t listen,’” 
says Dillon with a laugh. “They said, ‘Look 
at the camera,’ and I looked away.” g

This article is an excerpt from the Ministry Report.  
If you did not receive the Ministry Report in the  
May 2013 issue of the Anglican Journal and are 

interested in receiving one, contact 

Shannon Cottrell,  
Coordinator of Resource Development,  

Research, and Donor Relations in  
Resources for Mission at  

(416) 924-9199 ext. 334,  
toll-free at 1-866-924-9192 ext. 334,  

or scottrell@national.anglican.ca. 

      The photos help make 
links with family history. Yet 
laughter and tears are always 
intermixed.” 
—Nancy Hurn  
General Synod Archivist
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You have been part of this life-changing work
Dear Friends,

I am writing to thank you for your support in the past to the Anglican 
Appeal, and to invite you to continue or resume that generous habit. 
When you support the Anglican Appeal, you are helping to change lives 
through the ministries of the Anglican Church of Canada. 

Because I have the privilege of serving our national church, I am also 
able to tell you just a little bit about some of the people and ministries you support.

Among Indigenous Anglicans, a vision of self-determination while full participants in the life of 
the Anglican Church of Canada continues to grow, in no small part because of the leadership of 
the National Indigenous Anglican Bishop, Mark MacDonald. (See In the footsteps of Blind Moses and 
Blind Paul)  

In the Diocese of Cuba, two churches are being rebuilt with support from parishes in the 
Diocese of Niagara. Through the Companion Diocese Program, the national church helps 
foster relationships that extend the reach of local ministries across distance and cultures. (For 
more information, see Connecting local ministries across distance and cultures) 

Among dioceses supported by General Synod grants through the Council of the North, the 
common vision has shifted strongly towards mission—joining God’s work of transformation in 
the world. (See Your support helps history happen (again) in Saskatchewan) 

And in Inuvik, during a national event of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, a man 
discovers, in an exhibit brought to the event by Nancy Hurn, General Synod Archivist, the 
only surviving photograph of his brothers together as children. (For more information, see Seven 
brothers, captured in time)

So thank you. You have been part of this life-changing work through your generous support of 
the Anglican Appeal in the past. And please. Please consider a generous contribution to  
the ministries of General Synod through the Anglican Appeal in 2013

          With every blessing,

          Michael Thompson,  
          General Secretary

People of San Juan 
Evangelista’s congregation, 
with Archbishop Fred 
Hiltz and former General 
Secretary Archdeacon 
Michael Pollesel. 
Photo : andrEa Mann 

Seven brothers, captured in time Connecting local ministries across distance and cultures
Eighty-five million people in over 165 

countries call themselves Anglican. 
Separated by oceans, cultures, and language, 
still a sense of connectedness pervades this 
worldwide Anglican Communion. General 
Synod, the national face of Canadian 
Anglicanism, helps foster that sense 
through the Companion Diocese Program.

Part of our church’s Global Relations 
ministry, the Companion Diocese Program 
has, for over thirty years, linked Canadian 
dioceses with dioceses in other places. 
Seventeen Canadian dioceses are currently 
in companionship covenants of prayer, 
encouragement, listening and learning, 
and the sharing of visits and resources. 
One long-standing covenant is between 
the Diocese of Niagara and the Episcopal 
Church of Cuba.

Since 1998, that companionship 
has stretched across the 1,400 miles of 
geography and profoundly different 

social, economic and political contexts. 
Three successive bishops of Cuba have 
visited Niagara, including the current 
bishop, Griselda Delgado del Carpio. 
With support from Niagara parishes, two 
congregations in Cuba are rebuilding their 
churches. St. George’s, Guelph and St. 
Jude’s, Oakville, have contributed to the 
rebuilding of La Trinidad in Bermeja and 
San Juan Evangelista in Vertientes. And 
youth leaders from Cuba shared in the Ask 
& Imagine youth leadership programme. 
Companionship makes a real and lasting 
difference in the lives of companion 
dioceses and congregations.

In many cases, bishops make 
connections with other bishops at such 
meetings as the Lambeth Conference. Or a 
diocese may seek a companion relationship 
for a variety of reasons – historic 
connections, interest, or personal links. Or, 
wanting to reach out beyond its boundaries, 
a diocese can approach Dr. Andrea Mann, 
Global Relations co-ordinator. Andrea can 
be reached at: amann@national.anglican.ca. 

As Canada becomes home to people 
from every part of the global community, 
lessons learned in the intense inter-cultural 
engagement of companion relationships 
can also help our church be responsive and 
welcoming across the diverse Canadian 
cultural and linguistic landscape. Resources, 
including an online handbook and 
covenant and worship resources, as well as 
further information about the Companion 
Diocese Program are available at www.
anglican.ca/relationships/programs/ccdp. g
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The Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor heads an Indigenous catechist training program incorporating traditional teachings. 

      Historically, most of the 
growth and much of the 
creativity in Indigenous 
churches has been from 
catechists”
—Bishop Mark MacDonald  
national indigenous anglican bishop

“ 

Thank you 
for being part of General Synod’s ministries through your prayerful generosity!   

We look forward to keeping you up to date on the  
vital areas of ministry and mission you have helped make possible.
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Newly consecrated Bishop Adam Halkett addresses the 
congregation at the end of General Assembly’s service.
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In the footsteps of Blind Moses and Blind Paul
in the early 20th century, Indigenous cate-

chists Blind Moses and Blind Paul brought 
the gospel to Indigenous Peoples living 

near the Arctic Circle. Now the Anglican 
Church of Canada is launching an initiative 
to train contemporary catechists who will 
likewise school their Indigenous brothers 
and sisters in the basics of the Christian 
faith. 

“Historically, most of the growth and 
much of the creativity in Indigenous 
churches has been from catechists,” says 
Bishop Mark MacDonald, the church’s 
National Indigenous Anglican Bishop. 
“Easily deployable, close to the people, the 
catechists were able to apply the gospel 
to the needs of the people in a way that 
stressed its compatibility with the values of 
traditional Indigenous life.”

The Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor, 
Indigenous Ministries Co-ordinator, is 
spearheading the current project, which 
was presented at the February meeting of 
the Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples 
(ACIP) in Calgary. Ms. Doctor is a Mohawk 
from the Six Nations Reserve (Southern 
Ontario) who was raised in New York 
state. “Jesus sent people out two by two to 
preach and teach,” says Doctor, who spent 
many years helping restore spirituality to 
Aboriginal people living in urban settings. 
“We’re following an old model.”

The initiative has received several grants 
to launch training sessions in the outline of 
faith for an anticipated 20 lay people from 
Indigenous communities across Canada. 
“They will be of all ages, but we’re hoping 
for at least 10 young people,” says Doctor. 
Catechists will ease the burden on non-
stipendiary priests in the north who often 
are very pressed for time to instruct young 
people in the Christian faith. 

The new program of instruction is based 
on seven modules: prayer and worship; 
Anglican-Christian identity and the Trinity; 
the scriptures; the Ten Commandments; 
sin and redemption; the sacraments; and 
the church, ministry and Christian hope. 
“What’s unique in our approach is that each 
module is also based on the seven sacred 
traditional teachings,” says Doctor. These 
comprise love, wisdom, truth, respect, 
humility, honesty and bravery. The first 

module, for example, will be introduced 
with a story from the land about love, 
exploring the teaching that to know love is 
to know peace. “We’re still putting together 
the stories,” says Doctor. “I told the folks 
at ACIP to send me stories or I will have to 
make them up!” she says with a laugh.

The plan is to send out trained catechists 
two by two into rural and urban ministries. 
“The urban setting is a challenging mission 
field because the cities are so large,” says 

Doctor. But she is confident that with the 
support of local bishops, the catechists 
will make the necessary connections. “The 
bishops I’ve talked to are really excited 
about this,” she says.

MacDonald sees the catechists as crucial. 
“Today, as we seek to extend the ministry 
of the church in remote areas like jails, 
rural communities without congregations 
and urban areas with few Indigenous faith 
communities, catechists and the scripture-
based approach to life are a key component 
of the future,” he says.

If all goes as planned, five years from 
now at least 100 Indigenous catechists will 
be teaching the gospel in pairs to aboriginal 
communities in cities, towns and villages—
and they’ll have a ripple effect. “When they 
go out, we hope they’ll inspire still more 
people to become catechists,” Doctor says. g

This article is an excerpt from the Ministry Report,  
a supplement to the May 2013 Anglican Journal.  

The Ministry Report features a selection of General 
Synod ministries and stories from their work.

Your support helps history happen (again) in Saskatchewan 
the Diocese of Saskatchewan has made 

history again. In 1988 the diocese 
elected the first Indigenous bishop in 

Canada, the Right Rev. Charles Arthurson, 
who served as Suffragan Bishop from 1989 
to 2008. Now the diocese has elected its 
first Diocesan Indigenous Bishop who will 
work in a collegial manner alongside the 
Diocesan Bishop. 

The big moment came on July 28, 2012. 
The General Assembly brought together all 
Indigenous licensed clergy and lay readers 
as well as four Indigenous representatives 
from each congregation. Together they 
elected the Ven. Adam Halkett as Diocesan 
Indigenous Bishop. 

The proposal for a new office of 
Diocesan Indigenous Bishop is included in 
the document Mamuwe isi Miywachimowin 
(Together in the Gospel), which was 
approved by the Diocesan Bishop and 
executive committee of the diocese and the 
archbishop and executive committee of the 
province. 

The Diocese of Saskatchewan and the 
General Assembly were able to proceed 
with this plan thanks to generous support 
from the Anglican Church of Canada and 
the Council of the North as well as gifts 
from bands, congregations, and individuals 
within the diocese. The Prince Albert Grand 
Council hosted the event free of charge.

The Council of Elders had nominated 
Archdeacon Halkett as well as Canon Park 
Buck and the Rev. Beryl Whitecap, who 
withdrew her name before the assembly. 

The election followed traditional process. 
Delegates lined up behind the nominee 
of their choice and once the delegates in 
each line had been counted, the scrutineers 
reported to the Council of Elders, who 
brought the decision to the metropolitan. 
The General Assembly also elected a new 
Indigenous Council.

“With a new bishop, Council of 
Elders, and Indigenous Council we are 
well equipped to renew the church for 
gospel ministry and mission in northern 
Saskatchewan,” said Diocesan Bishop 
Michael Hawkins. Bishop Hawkins also 
publicly thanked Archbishop David 
Ashdown, metropolitan of Rupert’s Land, 
for his leadership and support.

“This is another example of the new and 
creative ways that the Spirit is leading us on 
our journey of healing and reconciliation in 
the Council of the North,” said Archbishop 
Ashdown.

The General Assembly began unofficially 
on Friday evening, July 27, as more than 
200 people gathered for a service of Holy 
Communion, including prayers, laying on 
of hands, and anointing for healing. The 
service, which ran from 7:00 p.m. to 11:15 
p.m., was held at Allen Bird Memorial Gym 
on the very site of the former All Saints 
Residential School—a powerful sign of the 
healing and new beginning that is being 
claimed by the diocese. 

An equally large crowd gathered for 
Saturday’s service of Holy Communion, 
elections, and feast.

The preacher at the Saturday service, 
Bishop Lydia Mamakwa (Northern Ontario 
Region), said of the assembly, “I’m so happy 
for Saskatchewan. It’s been a long journey 
and a lot of work. We give thanks to our 
Creator for taking them this far in their 
journey.” 

In addition to the 120 delegates, the 
Council of Elders, Archbishop Ashdown, 
Bishop Hawkins, the diocesan chancellor, 
and many local non-Indigenous clergy and 
laity, the General Assembly was blessed 
with the presence of many guests.

Mr. Stanley Sainnawap, chair of the 
Northern Ontario Working Group and 
the Rev. (deacon) Ruth Kitchekeesik 
attended with Bishop Mamakwa. The Rev. 
Arthur Anderson, elder for the Diocese of 
Qu’Appelle, and his wife Elaine attended 
to represent their diocese and support 
Saskatchewan. Archdeacon Larry Beardy 
and his wife Elizabeth came from Split 
Lake, Man. (Diocese of Keewatin) along 
with Archdeacon Ken Kitchekeesik and 
his wife Robina. Celia, Alfred, and Quinn 
Mink from Easterville, Man. (Diocese of 
Brandon), attended the entire assembly. 
The Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor, Indigenous 
Ministries co-ordinator (Anglican Church of 
Canada) also attended and greetings were 
received from the Primate and National 
Indigenous Anglican Bishop. Several chiefs 
and councillors were present to witness 
this significant event, including the Grand 
Chief of Prince Albert Grand Council who 
welcomed the assembly on Saturday.

Saturday evening the weekend 
concluded with a spectacular traditional 
feast of moose nose soup, moose stew, fried 
smoked fish, baked and fried bannock, 
berries, and muskeg tea. Theresa Sanderson 
organized the General Assembly and was 
ably and joyfully assisted by a large team 
of enthusiastic volunteers, including many 
hardworking cooks.

 “It’s wonderful to see the vision of the 
elders fulfilled,” said Archdeacon and 
Bishop-elect Halkett at the end of the event. 
“The healing journey with the elders, the 
youth, and the whole church continues, 
mamuwe [together].” 

Bishop Hawkins concluded with a 
reference to the 2012 Sacred Circle: “We are 
walking the dream.” g

This article, by Bishop Michael Hawkins, first appeared in 
the September 2012 issue of the Saskatchewan Anglican 
as “General Assembly 2012”.  
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Eddie Dillon had never seen this 
family photo before. It was June 
2011, and Dillon was at the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission’s (TRC) 
Inuvik national event when he spotted the 
snapshot of all seven Dillon brothers. They 
were standing, circa 1965, on the steps 
of Stringer Hall, an Anglican-run hostel 
in Inuvik. There he was as an adolescent, 
dressed in a crisp white shirt, and looking 
off to the side.

“I felt elation,” says Dillon, now 59, 
“because we’ve got no historical pictures of 
ourselves together like that.”

Most of the Dillons’ childhood photos 
were destroyed in a 1976 house fire 
that killed their parents. The siblings 
didn’t know other photos existed, but a 
Stringer Hall nurse, Mossie Moorby, had 
documented her life with the students in 
the 1960s and ’70s. After Moorby died, her 
daughter gave some of these school photos 
to the General Synod Archives in Toronto.

In spring 2011, after decades in boxes 
and albums, the photos journeyed back to 
Inuvik with Nancy Hurn, General Synod 
Archivist. Hurn brought a display of school 
photos to this gathering, as she does for 
all national TRC events. It’s part of the 
archives’ work to make all records available 
to former residential school students.

“The photos help makes links with 
family history,” she says. “Yet laughter and 
tears are always intermixed.”

Dillon’s daughter, Sarah Krengnektak, 
was the one who found the snapshots. She 
was serving as a support worker, standing 
with former students as they viewed the 
photos. When she saw familiar faces in 
the albums, she rushed to find her father. 
Father and daughter pored over the images. 
There were various shots of the eight Dillon 
siblings—seven boys and one girl—and 
one of a family wedding. 

The Dillon children grew up at Stringer 
Hall. Each September they flew four hours 
from their home in Tuktoyuktuk, N.W.T., to 
Inuvik, where they studied at Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie Day School and stayed at the 
hostel until June.

Dillon told the TRC commissioners that 
his schooling was “a tool my mom and dad 
wanted me to have...a tool I’m going to use 

Photo : MossiE Moorby Fonds,  
ca. 1965 (P2011-08 573), GEnEral synod archivEs 

The Dillon brothers in the mid-1960s at Stringer Hall  
(clockwise from top left): Eddie, Lucky, Billy, Wayne, Floyd, Mike and Jimmy

for the rest of my life to get me further in 
where I want to go.”

Dillon now lives in Tuktoyuktuk and 
works as chair of the Northwest Territories 
Water Board. He said his 12 years at 
Stringer Hall gave him lifelong friends—
many now leaders in local organizations.

Through the General Synod Archives, 
Dillon obtained several copies of his family 
photos and shared them with his siblings. 

The brothers snapshot was especially 
precious, since three of them have died. 
Dillon framed that photo and hung it in the 
centre of his home. 

When Dillon’s wife, Lucy, saw the photo, 
she noticed that her husband was the only 
one staring off into the distance. “My wife 
said, ‘Even in those days you didn’t listen,’” 
says Dillon with a laugh. “They said, ‘Look 
at the camera,’ and I looked away.” g

This article is an excerpt from the Ministry Report.  
If you did not receive the Ministry Report in the  
May 2013 issue of the Anglican Journal and are 

interested in receiving one, contact 

Shannon Cottrell,  
Coordinator of Resource Development,  

Research, and Donor Relations in  
Resources for Mission at  

(416) 924-9199 ext. 334,  
toll-free at 1-866-924-9192 ext. 334,  

or scottrell@national.anglican.ca. 

      The photos help make 
links with family history. Yet 
laughter and tears are always 
intermixed.” 
—Nancy Hurn  
General Synod Archivist
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You have been part of this life-changing work
Dear Friends,

I am writing to thank you for your support in the past to the Anglican 
Appeal, and to invite you to continue or resume that generous habit. 
When you support the Anglican Appeal, you are helping to change lives 
through the ministries of the Anglican Church of Canada. 

Because I have the privilege of serving our national church, I am also 
able to tell you just a little bit about some of the people and ministries you support.

Among Indigenous Anglicans, a vision of self-determination while full participants in the life of 
the Anglican Church of Canada continues to grow, in no small part because of the leadership of 
the National Indigenous Anglican Bishop, Mark MacDonald. (See In the footsteps of Blind Moses and 
Blind Paul)  

In the Diocese of Cuba, two churches are being rebuilt with support from parishes in the 
Diocese of Niagara. Through the Companion Diocese Program, the national church helps 
foster relationships that extend the reach of local ministries across distance and cultures. (For 
more information, see Connecting local ministries across distance and cultures) 

Among dioceses supported by General Synod grants through the Council of the North, the 
common vision has shifted strongly towards mission—joining God’s work of transformation in 
the world. (See Your support helps history happen (again) in Saskatchewan) 

And in Inuvik, during a national event of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, a man 
discovers, in an exhibit brought to the event by Nancy Hurn, General Synod Archivist, the 
only surviving photograph of his brothers together as children. (For more information, see Seven 
brothers, captured in time)

So thank you. You have been part of this life-changing work through your generous support of 
the Anglican Appeal in the past. And please. Please consider a generous contribution to  
the ministries of General Synod through the Anglican Appeal in 2013

          With every blessing,

          Michael Thompson,  
          General Secretary

People of San Juan 
Evangelista’s congregation, 
with Archbishop Fred 
Hiltz and former General 
Secretary Archdeacon 
Michael Pollesel. 
Photo : andrEa Mann 

Seven brothers, captured in time Connecting local ministries across distance and cultures
Eighty-five million people in over 165 

countries call themselves Anglican. 
Separated by oceans, cultures, and language, 
still a sense of connectedness pervades this 
worldwide Anglican Communion. General 
Synod, the national face of Canadian 
Anglicanism, helps foster that sense 
through the Companion Diocese Program.

Part of our church’s Global Relations 
ministry, the Companion Diocese Program 
has, for over thirty years, linked Canadian 
dioceses with dioceses in other places. 
Seventeen Canadian dioceses are currently 
in companionship covenants of prayer, 
encouragement, listening and learning, 
and the sharing of visits and resources. 
One long-standing covenant is between 
the Diocese of Niagara and the Episcopal 
Church of Cuba.

Since 1998, that companionship 
has stretched across the 1,400 miles of 
geography and profoundly different 

social, economic and political contexts. 
Three successive bishops of Cuba have 
visited Niagara, including the current 
bishop, Griselda Delgado del Carpio. 
With support from Niagara parishes, two 
congregations in Cuba are rebuilding their 
churches. St. George’s, Guelph and St. 
Jude’s, Oakville, have contributed to the 
rebuilding of La Trinidad in Bermeja and 
San Juan Evangelista in Vertientes. And 
youth leaders from Cuba shared in the Ask 
& Imagine youth leadership programme. 
Companionship makes a real and lasting 
difference in the lives of companion 
dioceses and congregations.

In many cases, bishops make 
connections with other bishops at such 
meetings as the Lambeth Conference. Or a 
diocese may seek a companion relationship 
for a variety of reasons – historic 
connections, interest, or personal links. Or, 
wanting to reach out beyond its boundaries, 
a diocese can approach Dr. Andrea Mann, 
Global Relations co-ordinator. Andrea can 
be reached at: amann@national.anglican.ca. 

As Canada becomes home to people 
from every part of the global community, 
lessons learned in the intense inter-cultural 
engagement of companion relationships 
can also help our church be responsive and 
welcoming across the diverse Canadian 
cultural and linguistic landscape. Resources, 
including an online handbook and 
covenant and worship resources, as well as 
further information about the Companion 
Diocese Program are available at www.
anglican.ca/relationships/programs/ccdp. g
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In the footsteps of Blind Moses and Blind Paul
in the early 20th century, Indigenous cate-

chists Blind Moses and Blind Paul brought 
the gospel to Indigenous Peoples living 

near the Arctic Circle. Now the Anglican 
Church of Canada is launching an initiative 
to train contemporary catechists who will 
likewise school their Indigenous brothers 
and sisters in the basics of the Christian 
faith. 

“Historically, most of the growth and 
much of the creativity in Indigenous 
churches has been from catechists,” says 
Bishop Mark MacDonald, the church’s 
National Indigenous Anglican Bishop. 
“Easily deployable, close to the people, the 
catechists were able to apply the gospel 
to the needs of the people in a way that 
stressed its compatibility with the values of 
traditional Indigenous life.”

The Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor, 
Indigenous Ministries Co-ordinator, is 
spearheading the current project, which 
was presented at the February meeting of 
the Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples 
(ACIP) in Calgary. Ms. Doctor is a Mohawk 
from the Six Nations Reserve (Southern 
Ontario) who was raised in New York 
state. “Jesus sent people out two by two to 
preach and teach,” says Doctor, who spent 
many years helping restore spirituality to 
Aboriginal people living in urban settings. 
“We’re following an old model.”

The initiative has received several grants 
to launch training sessions in the outline of 
faith for an anticipated 20 lay people from 
Indigenous communities across Canada. 
“They will be of all ages, but we’re hoping 
for at least 10 young people,” says Doctor. 
Catechists will ease the burden on non-
stipendiary priests in the north who often 
are very pressed for time to instruct young 
people in the Christian faith. 

The new program of instruction is based 
on seven modules: prayer and worship; 
Anglican-Christian identity and the Trinity; 
the scriptures; the Ten Commandments; 
sin and redemption; the sacraments; and 
the church, ministry and Christian hope. 
“What’s unique in our approach is that each 
module is also based on the seven sacred 
traditional teachings,” says Doctor. These 
comprise love, wisdom, truth, respect, 
humility, honesty and bravery. The first 

module, for example, will be introduced 
with a story from the land about love, 
exploring the teaching that to know love is 
to know peace. “We’re still putting together 
the stories,” says Doctor. “I told the folks 
at ACIP to send me stories or I will have to 
make them up!” she says with a laugh.

The plan is to send out trained catechists 
two by two into rural and urban ministries. 
“The urban setting is a challenging mission 
field because the cities are so large,” says 

Doctor. But she is confident that with the 
support of local bishops, the catechists 
will make the necessary connections. “The 
bishops I’ve talked to are really excited 
about this,” she says.

MacDonald sees the catechists as crucial. 
“Today, as we seek to extend the ministry 
of the church in remote areas like jails, 
rural communities without congregations 
and urban areas with few Indigenous faith 
communities, catechists and the scripture-
based approach to life are a key component 
of the future,” he says.

If all goes as planned, five years from 
now at least 100 Indigenous catechists will 
be teaching the gospel in pairs to aboriginal 
communities in cities, towns and villages—
and they’ll have a ripple effect. “When they 
go out, we hope they’ll inspire still more 
people to become catechists,” Doctor says. g

This article is an excerpt from the Ministry Report,  
a supplement to the May 2013 Anglican Journal.  

The Ministry Report features a selection of General 
Synod ministries and stories from their work.

Your support helps history happen (again) in Saskatchewan 
the Diocese of Saskatchewan has made 

history again. In 1988 the diocese 
elected the first Indigenous bishop in 

Canada, the Right Rev. Charles Arthurson, 
who served as Suffragan Bishop from 1989 
to 2008. Now the diocese has elected its 
first Diocesan Indigenous Bishop who will 
work in a collegial manner alongside the 
Diocesan Bishop. 

The big moment came on July 28, 2012. 
The General Assembly brought together all 
Indigenous licensed clergy and lay readers 
as well as four Indigenous representatives 
from each congregation. Together they 
elected the Ven. Adam Halkett as Diocesan 
Indigenous Bishop. 

The proposal for a new office of 
Diocesan Indigenous Bishop is included in 
the document Mamuwe isi Miywachimowin 
(Together in the Gospel), which was 
approved by the Diocesan Bishop and 
executive committee of the diocese and the 
archbishop and executive committee of the 
province. 

The Diocese of Saskatchewan and the 
General Assembly were able to proceed 
with this plan thanks to generous support 
from the Anglican Church of Canada and 
the Council of the North as well as gifts 
from bands, congregations, and individuals 
within the diocese. The Prince Albert Grand 
Council hosted the event free of charge.

The Council of Elders had nominated 
Archdeacon Halkett as well as Canon Park 
Buck and the Rev. Beryl Whitecap, who 
withdrew her name before the assembly. 

The election followed traditional process. 
Delegates lined up behind the nominee 
of their choice and once the delegates in 
each line had been counted, the scrutineers 
reported to the Council of Elders, who 
brought the decision to the metropolitan. 
The General Assembly also elected a new 
Indigenous Council.

“With a new bishop, Council of 
Elders, and Indigenous Council we are 
well equipped to renew the church for 
gospel ministry and mission in northern 
Saskatchewan,” said Diocesan Bishop 
Michael Hawkins. Bishop Hawkins also 
publicly thanked Archbishop David 
Ashdown, metropolitan of Rupert’s Land, 
for his leadership and support.

“This is another example of the new and 
creative ways that the Spirit is leading us on 
our journey of healing and reconciliation in 
the Council of the North,” said Archbishop 
Ashdown.

The General Assembly began unofficially 
on Friday evening, July 27, as more than 
200 people gathered for a service of Holy 
Communion, including prayers, laying on 
of hands, and anointing for healing. The 
service, which ran from 7:00 p.m. to 11:15 
p.m., was held at Allen Bird Memorial Gym 
on the very site of the former All Saints 
Residential School—a powerful sign of the 
healing and new beginning that is being 
claimed by the diocese. 

An equally large crowd gathered for 
Saturday’s service of Holy Communion, 
elections, and feast.

The preacher at the Saturday service, 
Bishop Lydia Mamakwa (Northern Ontario 
Region), said of the assembly, “I’m so happy 
for Saskatchewan. It’s been a long journey 
and a lot of work. We give thanks to our 
Creator for taking them this far in their 
journey.” 

In addition to the 120 delegates, the 
Council of Elders, Archbishop Ashdown, 
Bishop Hawkins, the diocesan chancellor, 
and many local non-Indigenous clergy and 
laity, the General Assembly was blessed 
with the presence of many guests.

Mr. Stanley Sainnawap, chair of the 
Northern Ontario Working Group and 
the Rev. (deacon) Ruth Kitchekeesik 
attended with Bishop Mamakwa. The Rev. 
Arthur Anderson, elder for the Diocese of 
Qu’Appelle, and his wife Elaine attended 
to represent their diocese and support 
Saskatchewan. Archdeacon Larry Beardy 
and his wife Elizabeth came from Split 
Lake, Man. (Diocese of Keewatin) along 
with Archdeacon Ken Kitchekeesik and 
his wife Robina. Celia, Alfred, and Quinn 
Mink from Easterville, Man. (Diocese of 
Brandon), attended the entire assembly. 
The Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor, Indigenous 
Ministries co-ordinator (Anglican Church of 
Canada) also attended and greetings were 
received from the Primate and National 
Indigenous Anglican Bishop. Several chiefs 
and councillors were present to witness 
this significant event, including the Grand 
Chief of Prince Albert Grand Council who 
welcomed the assembly on Saturday.

Saturday evening the weekend 
concluded with a spectacular traditional 
feast of moose nose soup, moose stew, fried 
smoked fish, baked and fried bannock, 
berries, and muskeg tea. Theresa Sanderson 
organized the General Assembly and was 
ably and joyfully assisted by a large team 
of enthusiastic volunteers, including many 
hardworking cooks.

 “It’s wonderful to see the vision of the 
elders fulfilled,” said Archdeacon and 
Bishop-elect Halkett at the end of the event. 
“The healing journey with the elders, the 
youth, and the whole church continues, 
mamuwe [together].” 

Bishop Hawkins concluded with a 
reference to the 2012 Sacred Circle: “We are 
walking the dream.” g

This article, by Bishop Michael Hawkins, first appeared in 
the September 2012 issue of the Saskatchewan Anglican 
as “General Assembly 2012”.  
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The Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor heads an Indigenous catechist training program incorporating traditional teachings. 

      Historically, most of the 
growth and much of the 
creativity in Indigenous 
churches has been from 
catechists”
—Bishop Mark MacDonald  
national indigenous anglican bishop
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Thank you 
for being part of General Synod’s ministries through your prayerful generosity!   

We look forward to keeping you up to date on the  
vital areas of ministry and mission you have helped make possible.
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congregation at the end of General Assembly’s service.
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In the footsteps of Blind Moses and Blind Paul
in the early 20th century, Indigenous cate-

chists Blind Moses and Blind Paul brought 
the gospel to Indigenous Peoples living 

near the Arctic Circle. Now the Anglican 
Church of Canada is launching an initiative 
to train contemporary catechists who will 
likewise school their Indigenous brothers 
and sisters in the basics of the Christian 
faith. 

“Historically, most of the growth and 
much of the creativity in Indigenous 
churches has been from catechists,” says 
Bishop Mark MacDonald, the church’s 
National Indigenous Anglican Bishop. 
“Easily deployable, close to the people, the 
catechists were able to apply the gospel 
to the needs of the people in a way that 
stressed its compatibility with the values of 
traditional Indigenous life.”

The Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor, 
Indigenous Ministries Co-ordinator, is 
spearheading the current project, which 
was presented at the February meeting of 
the Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples 
(ACIP) in Calgary. Ms. Doctor is a Mohawk 
from the Six Nations Reserve (Southern 
Ontario) who was raised in New York 
state. “Jesus sent people out two by two to 
preach and teach,” says Doctor, who spent 
many years helping restore spirituality to 
Aboriginal people living in urban settings. 
“We’re following an old model.”

The initiative has received several grants 
to launch training sessions in the outline of 
faith for an anticipated 20 lay people from 
Indigenous communities across Canada. 
“They will be of all ages, but we’re hoping 
for at least 10 young people,” says Doctor. 
Catechists will ease the burden on non-
stipendiary priests in the north who often 
are very pressed for time to instruct young 
people in the Christian faith. 

The new program of instruction is based 
on seven modules: prayer and worship; 
Anglican-Christian identity and the Trinity; 
the scriptures; the Ten Commandments; 
sin and redemption; the sacraments; and 
the church, ministry and Christian hope. 
“What’s unique in our approach is that each 
module is also based on the seven sacred 
traditional teachings,” says Doctor. These 
comprise love, wisdom, truth, respect, 
humility, honesty and bravery. The first 

module, for example, will be introduced 
with a story from the land about love, 
exploring the teaching that to know love is 
to know peace. “We’re still putting together 
the stories,” says Doctor. “I told the folks 
at ACIP to send me stories or I will have to 
make them up!” she says with a laugh.

The plan is to send out trained catechists 
two by two into rural and urban ministries. 
“The urban setting is a challenging mission 
field because the cities are so large,” says 

Doctor. But she is confident that with the 
support of local bishops, the catechists 
will make the necessary connections. “The 
bishops I’ve talked to are really excited 
about this,” she says.

MacDonald sees the catechists as crucial. 
“Today, as we seek to extend the ministry 
of the church in remote areas like jails, 
rural communities without congregations 
and urban areas with few Indigenous faith 
communities, catechists and the scripture-
based approach to life are a key component 
of the future,” he says.

If all goes as planned, five years from 
now at least 100 Indigenous catechists will 
be teaching the gospel in pairs to aboriginal 
communities in cities, towns and villages—
and they’ll have a ripple effect. “When they 
go out, we hope they’ll inspire still more 
people to become catechists,” Doctor says. g

This article is an excerpt from the Ministry Report,  
a supplement to the May 2013 Anglican Journal.  

The Ministry Report features a selection of General 
Synod ministries and stories from their work.

Your support helps history happen (again) in Saskatchewan 
the Diocese of Saskatchewan has made 

history again. In 1988 the diocese 
elected the first Indigenous bishop in 

Canada, the Right Rev. Charles Arthurson, 
who served as Suffragan Bishop from 1989 
to 2008. Now the diocese has elected its 
first Diocesan Indigenous Bishop who will 
work in a collegial manner alongside the 
Diocesan Bishop. 

The big moment came on July 28, 2012. 
The General Assembly brought together all 
Indigenous licensed clergy and lay readers 
as well as four Indigenous representatives 
from each congregation. Together they 
elected the Ven. Adam Halkett as Diocesan 
Indigenous Bishop. 

The proposal for a new office of 
Diocesan Indigenous Bishop is included in 
the document Mamuwe isi Miywachimowin 
(Together in the Gospel), which was 
approved by the Diocesan Bishop and 
executive committee of the diocese and the 
archbishop and executive committee of the 
province. 

The Diocese of Saskatchewan and the 
General Assembly were able to proceed 
with this plan thanks to generous support 
from the Anglican Church of Canada and 
the Council of the North as well as gifts 
from bands, congregations, and individuals 
within the diocese. The Prince Albert Grand 
Council hosted the event free of charge.

The Council of Elders had nominated 
Archdeacon Halkett as well as Canon Park 
Buck and the Rev. Beryl Whitecap, who 
withdrew her name before the assembly. 

The election followed traditional process. 
Delegates lined up behind the nominee 
of their choice and once the delegates in 
each line had been counted, the scrutineers 
reported to the Council of Elders, who 
brought the decision to the metropolitan. 
The General Assembly also elected a new 
Indigenous Council.

“With a new bishop, Council of 
Elders, and Indigenous Council we are 
well equipped to renew the church for 
gospel ministry and mission in northern 
Saskatchewan,” said Diocesan Bishop 
Michael Hawkins. Bishop Hawkins also 
publicly thanked Archbishop David 
Ashdown, metropolitan of Rupert’s Land, 
for his leadership and support.

“This is another example of the new and 
creative ways that the Spirit is leading us on 
our journey of healing and reconciliation in 
the Council of the North,” said Archbishop 
Ashdown.

The General Assembly began unofficially 
on Friday evening, July 27, as more than 
200 people gathered for a service of Holy 
Communion, including prayers, laying on 
of hands, and anointing for healing. The 
service, which ran from 7:00 p.m. to 11:15 
p.m., was held at Allen Bird Memorial Gym 
on the very site of the former All Saints 
Residential School—a powerful sign of the 
healing and new beginning that is being 
claimed by the diocese. 

An equally large crowd gathered for 
Saturday’s service of Holy Communion, 
elections, and feast.

The preacher at the Saturday service, 
Bishop Lydia Mamakwa (Northern Ontario 
Region), said of the assembly, “I’m so happy 
for Saskatchewan. It’s been a long journey 
and a lot of work. We give thanks to our 
Creator for taking them this far in their 
journey.” 

In addition to the 120 delegates, the 
Council of Elders, Archbishop Ashdown, 
Bishop Hawkins, the diocesan chancellor, 
and many local non-Indigenous clergy and 
laity, the General Assembly was blessed 
with the presence of many guests.

Mr. Stanley Sainnawap, chair of the 
Northern Ontario Working Group and 
the Rev. (deacon) Ruth Kitchekeesik 
attended with Bishop Mamakwa. The Rev. 
Arthur Anderson, elder for the Diocese of 
Qu’Appelle, and his wife Elaine attended 
to represent their diocese and support 
Saskatchewan. Archdeacon Larry Beardy 
and his wife Elizabeth came from Split 
Lake, Man. (Diocese of Keewatin) along 
with Archdeacon Ken Kitchekeesik and 
his wife Robina. Celia, Alfred, and Quinn 
Mink from Easterville, Man. (Diocese of 
Brandon), attended the entire assembly. 
The Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor, Indigenous 
Ministries co-ordinator (Anglican Church of 
Canada) also attended and greetings were 
received from the Primate and National 
Indigenous Anglican Bishop. Several chiefs 
and councillors were present to witness 
this significant event, including the Grand 
Chief of Prince Albert Grand Council who 
welcomed the assembly on Saturday.

Saturday evening the weekend 
concluded with a spectacular traditional 
feast of moose nose soup, moose stew, fried 
smoked fish, baked and fried bannock, 
berries, and muskeg tea. Theresa Sanderson 
organized the General Assembly and was 
ably and joyfully assisted by a large team 
of enthusiastic volunteers, including many 
hardworking cooks.

 “It’s wonderful to see the vision of the 
elders fulfilled,” said Archdeacon and 
Bishop-elect Halkett at the end of the event. 
“The healing journey with the elders, the 
youth, and the whole church continues, 
mamuwe [together].” 

Bishop Hawkins concluded with a 
reference to the 2012 Sacred Circle: “We are 
walking the dream.” g

This article, by Bishop Michael Hawkins, first appeared in 
the September 2012 issue of the Saskatchewan Anglican 
as “General Assembly 2012”.  
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Eddie Dillon had never seen this 
family photo before. It was June 
2011, and Dillon was at the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission’s (TRC) 
Inuvik national event when he spotted the 
snapshot of all seven Dillon brothers. They 
were standing, circa 1965, on the steps 
of Stringer Hall, an Anglican-run hostel 
in Inuvik. There he was as an adolescent, 
dressed in a crisp white shirt, and looking 
off to the side.

“I felt elation,” says Dillon, now 59, 
“because we’ve got no historical pictures of 
ourselves together like that.”

Most of the Dillons’ childhood photos 
were destroyed in a 1976 house fire 
that killed their parents. The siblings 
didn’t know other photos existed, but a 
Stringer Hall nurse, Mossie Moorby, had 
documented her life with the students in 
the 1960s and ’70s. After Moorby died, her 
daughter gave some of these school photos 
to the General Synod Archives in Toronto.

In spring 2011, after decades in boxes 
and albums, the photos journeyed back to 
Inuvik with Nancy Hurn, General Synod 
Archivist. Hurn brought a display of school 
photos to this gathering, as she does for 
all national TRC events. It’s part of the 
archives’ work to make all records available 
to former residential school students.

“The photos help makes links with 
family history,” she says. “Yet laughter and 
tears are always intermixed.”

Dillon’s daughter, Sarah Krengnektak, 
was the one who found the snapshots. She 
was serving as a support worker, standing 
with former students as they viewed the 
photos. When she saw familiar faces in 
the albums, she rushed to find her father. 
Father and daughter pored over the images. 
There were various shots of the eight Dillon 
siblings—seven boys and one girl—and 
one of a family wedding. 

The Dillon children grew up at Stringer 
Hall. Each September they flew four hours 
from their home in Tuktoyuktuk, N.W.T., to 
Inuvik, where they studied at Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie Day School and stayed at the 
hostel until June.

Dillon told the TRC commissioners that 
his schooling was “a tool my mom and dad 
wanted me to have...a tool I’m going to use 

Photo : MossiE Moorby Fonds,  
ca. 1965 (P2011-08 573), GEnEral synod archivEs 

The Dillon brothers in the mid-1960s at Stringer Hall  
(clockwise from top left): Eddie, Lucky, Billy, Wayne, Floyd, Mike and Jimmy

for the rest of my life to get me further in 
where I want to go.”

Dillon now lives in Tuktoyuktuk and 
works as chair of the Northwest Territories 
Water Board. He said his 12 years at 
Stringer Hall gave him lifelong friends—
many now leaders in local organizations.

Through the General Synod Archives, 
Dillon obtained several copies of his family 
photos and shared them with his siblings. 

The brothers snapshot was especially 
precious, since three of them have died. 
Dillon framed that photo and hung it in the 
centre of his home. 

When Dillon’s wife, Lucy, saw the photo, 
she noticed that her husband was the only 
one staring off into the distance. “My wife 
said, ‘Even in those days you didn’t listen,’” 
says Dillon with a laugh. “They said, ‘Look 
at the camera,’ and I looked away.” g

This article is an excerpt from the Ministry Report.  
If you did not receive the Ministry Report in the  
May 2013 issue of the Anglican Journal and are 

interested in receiving one, contact 

Shannon Cottrell,  
Coordinator of Resource Development,  

Research, and Donor Relations in  
Resources for Mission at  

(416) 924-9199 ext. 334,  
toll-free at 1-866-924-9192 ext. 334,  

or scottrell@national.anglican.ca. 

      The photos help make 
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General Synod Archivist
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You have been part of this life-changing work
Dear Friends,

I am writing to thank you for your support in the past to the Anglican 
Appeal, and to invite you to continue or resume that generous habit. 
When you support the Anglican Appeal, you are helping to change lives 
through the ministries of the Anglican Church of Canada. 

Because I have the privilege of serving our national church, I am also 
able to tell you just a little bit about some of the people and ministries you support.

Among Indigenous Anglicans, a vision of self-determination while full participants in the life of 
the Anglican Church of Canada continues to grow, in no small part because of the leadership of 
the National Indigenous Anglican Bishop, Mark MacDonald. (See In the footsteps of Blind Moses and 
Blind Paul)  

In the Diocese of Cuba, two churches are being rebuilt with support from parishes in the 
Diocese of Niagara. Through the Companion Diocese Program, the national church helps 
foster relationships that extend the reach of local ministries across distance and cultures. (For 
more information, see Connecting local ministries across distance and cultures) 

Among dioceses supported by General Synod grants through the Council of the North, the 
common vision has shifted strongly towards mission—joining God’s work of transformation in 
the world. (See Your support helps history happen (again) in Saskatchewan) 

And in Inuvik, during a national event of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, a man 
discovers, in an exhibit brought to the event by Nancy Hurn, General Synod Archivist, the 
only surviving photograph of his brothers together as children. (For more information, see Seven 
brothers, captured in time)

So thank you. You have been part of this life-changing work through your generous support of 
the Anglican Appeal in the past. And please. Please consider a generous contribution to  
the ministries of General Synod through the Anglican Appeal in 2013

          With every blessing,

          Michael Thompson,  
          General Secretary

People of San Juan 
Evangelista’s congregation, 
with Archbishop Fred 
Hiltz and former General 
Secretary Archdeacon 
Michael Pollesel. 
Photo : andrEa Mann 

Seven brothers, captured in time Connecting local ministries across distance and cultures
Eighty-five million people in over 165 

countries call themselves Anglican. 
Separated by oceans, cultures, and language, 
still a sense of connectedness pervades this 
worldwide Anglican Communion. General 
Synod, the national face of Canadian 
Anglicanism, helps foster that sense 
through the Companion Diocese Program.

Part of our church’s Global Relations 
ministry, the Companion Diocese Program 
has, for over thirty years, linked Canadian 
dioceses with dioceses in other places. 
Seventeen Canadian dioceses are currently 
in companionship covenants of prayer, 
encouragement, listening and learning, 
and the sharing of visits and resources. 
One long-standing covenant is between 
the Diocese of Niagara and the Episcopal 
Church of Cuba.

Since 1998, that companionship 
has stretched across the 1,400 miles of 
geography and profoundly different 

social, economic and political contexts. 
Three successive bishops of Cuba have 
visited Niagara, including the current 
bishop, Griselda Delgado del Carpio. 
With support from Niagara parishes, two 
congregations in Cuba are rebuilding their 
churches. St. George’s, Guelph and St. 
Jude’s, Oakville, have contributed to the 
rebuilding of La Trinidad in Bermeja and 
San Juan Evangelista in Vertientes. And 
youth leaders from Cuba shared in the Ask 
& Imagine youth leadership programme. 
Companionship makes a real and lasting 
difference in the lives of companion 
dioceses and congregations.

In many cases, bishops make 
connections with other bishops at such 
meetings as the Lambeth Conference. Or a 
diocese may seek a companion relationship 
for a variety of reasons – historic 
connections, interest, or personal links. Or, 
wanting to reach out beyond its boundaries, 
a diocese can approach Dr. Andrea Mann, 
Global Relations co-ordinator. Andrea can 
be reached at: amann@national.anglican.ca. 

As Canada becomes home to people 
from every part of the global community, 
lessons learned in the intense inter-cultural 
engagement of companion relationships 
can also help our church be responsive and 
welcoming across the diverse Canadian 
cultural and linguistic landscape. Resources, 
including an online handbook and 
covenant and worship resources, as well as 
further information about the Companion 
Diocese Program are available at www.
anglican.ca/relationships/programs/ccdp. g
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4    What are outside fundraisers? Should charities  
use them?

Charities sometimes hire outside or third-party fundraisers to help them raise funds. 
In some cases, third-party fundraisers can provide much needed expertise to assist 
charities. Under certain circumstances, it may be a more efficient and effective way 
of using limited resources. Some outside fundraisers commit to following ethical 
guidelines by signing on to the Association of Fundraising Professional (AFP)’s Code 
of Ethics. AFP’s Code, as well as Imagine Canada’s Ethical Code and Standards 
Program, do not allow for commission-based payments to fundraisers.
 One particularly visible form of fundraising that often involves third-party 
fundraisers is face-to-face fundraising or on-street fundraising. Face-to-face 
fundraising usually involves the solicitation of a monthly gift that is generally 
charged to your credit card. Face-to-face fundraisers that approach you on the 
street or at your door should be able to provide verification of their affiliation and 
should be able to secure and safeguard any confidential information you provide to 
them. If you don’t feel comfortable giving under these circumstances, ask for more 
information on the charity or simply say no.  

5    Why do charities spend money on administrative costs  
or overhead? 

Administration or overhead includes a wide variety of costs – everything from 
rent to computers to accounting and fraud detection systems and salaries. Good 
governance, including the cost of board meetings, which are essential for ensuring 
the charity’s activities are guided and monitored, is also considered administration. 
Transparency and accountability – including the production of annual reports, 
audited financial statements and information on results and impact – cost money. 
So does screening and training staff and volunteers who fulfill direct-service roles.  
 These types of costs are essential to a charity’s operations. In fact, studies 
have found that lower administrative costs can limit the effectiveness of charities 
– so lower costs are not necessarily better. Within the for-profit sector, overhead 
costs vary widely – anywhere from 15% to over 40%. So, while it is important to 
understand and consider these costs, donors should focus more on the impact the 
charity is making in Canada and around the world. 

6    How can I find out more about charity salaries? 

Some donors are particularly interested in compensation issues. The compensation 
ranges of a charity’s top 10 employees are listed on CRA’s website and on 
CharityFocus.ca. When reviewing this information, remember that “compensation” 
includes both salary and benefits, and be sure to consider the size, scope and 
complexity of the charity. It is also important to note that CEO compensation levels 
are established and approved by a charity’s volunteer board of directors, which 
is responsible for ensuring that a charity’s resources are being spent in the most 
efficient and effective way possible. 

Studies have 
found that lower 

administrative 
costs can limit 

the effectiveness 
of charities – so 

lower costs are not 
necessarily better. 
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Thank you for sharing with us!
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The Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor heads an Indigenous catechist training program incorporating traditional teachings. 

      Historically, most of the 
growth and much of the 
creativity in Indigenous 
churches has been from 
catechists”
—Bishop Mark MacDonald  
national indigenous anglican bishop

“ 

Thank you 
for being part of General Synod’s ministries through your prayerful generosity!   

We look forward to keeping you up to date on the  
vital areas of ministry and mission you have helped make possible.
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Newly consecrated Bishop Adam Halkett addresses the 
congregation at the end of General Assembly’s service.

 c YES
 I want to continue my support of the  

Anglican Appeal in 2013!
 To continue your support of the Anglican Appeal, you are invited to: 

g Fill out the attached donor card and return it with your donation in the enclosed 
postage-paid envelope. (Remember to share what the Anglican Appeal means to 
you!)

g Call (416) 924-9199 ext. 326/299 or toll-free 1-866-924-9192 ext. 299/326  
to make your donation over the phone.
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In the footsteps of Blind Moses and Blind Paul
in the early 20th century, Indigenous cate-

chists Blind Moses and Blind Paul brought 
the gospel to Indigenous Peoples living 

near the Arctic Circle. Now the Anglican 
Church of Canada is launching an initiative 
to train contemporary catechists who will 
likewise school their Indigenous brothers 
and sisters in the basics of the Christian 
faith. 

“Historically, most of the growth and 
much of the creativity in Indigenous 
churches has been from catechists,” says 
Bishop Mark MacDonald, the church’s 
National Indigenous Anglican Bishop. 
“Easily deployable, close to the people, the 
catechists were able to apply the gospel 
to the needs of the people in a way that 
stressed its compatibility with the values of 
traditional Indigenous life.”

The Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor, 
Indigenous Ministries Co-ordinator, is 
spearheading the current project, which 
was presented at the February meeting of 
the Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples 
(ACIP) in Calgary. Ms. Doctor is a Mohawk 
from the Six Nations Reserve (Southern 
Ontario) who was raised in New York 
state. “Jesus sent people out two by two to 
preach and teach,” says Doctor, who spent 
many years helping restore spirituality to 
Aboriginal people living in urban settings. 
“We’re following an old model.”

The initiative has received several grants 
to launch training sessions in the outline of 
faith for an anticipated 20 lay people from 
Indigenous communities across Canada. 
“They will be of all ages, but we’re hoping 
for at least 10 young people,” says Doctor. 
Catechists will ease the burden on non-
stipendiary priests in the north who often 
are very pressed for time to instruct young 
people in the Christian faith. 

The new program of instruction is based 
on seven modules: prayer and worship; 
Anglican-Christian identity and the Trinity; 
the scriptures; the Ten Commandments; 
sin and redemption; the sacraments; and 
the church, ministry and Christian hope. 
“What’s unique in our approach is that each 
module is also based on the seven sacred 
traditional teachings,” says Doctor. These 
comprise love, wisdom, truth, respect, 
humility, honesty and bravery. The first 

module, for example, will be introduced 
with a story from the land about love, 
exploring the teaching that to know love is 
to know peace. “We’re still putting together 
the stories,” says Doctor. “I told the folks 
at ACIP to send me stories or I will have to 
make them up!” she says with a laugh.

The plan is to send out trained catechists 
two by two into rural and urban ministries. 
“The urban setting is a challenging mission 
field because the cities are so large,” says 

Doctor. But she is confident that with the 
support of local bishops, the catechists 
will make the necessary connections. “The 
bishops I’ve talked to are really excited 
about this,” she says.

MacDonald sees the catechists as crucial. 
“Today, as we seek to extend the ministry 
of the church in remote areas like jails, 
rural communities without congregations 
and urban areas with few Indigenous faith 
communities, catechists and the scripture-
based approach to life are a key component 
of the future,” he says.

If all goes as planned, five years from 
now at least 100 Indigenous catechists will 
be teaching the gospel in pairs to aboriginal 
communities in cities, towns and villages—
and they’ll have a ripple effect. “When they 
go out, we hope they’ll inspire still more 
people to become catechists,” Doctor says. g

This article is an excerpt from the Ministry Report,  
a supplement to the May 2013 Anglican Journal.  

The Ministry Report features a selection of General 
Synod ministries and stories from their work.

Your support helps history happen (again) in Saskatchewan 
the Diocese of Saskatchewan has made 

history again. In 1988 the diocese 
elected the first Indigenous bishop in 

Canada, the Right Rev. Charles Arthurson, 
who served as Suffragan Bishop from 1989 
to 2008. Now the diocese has elected its 
first Diocesan Indigenous Bishop who will 
work in a collegial manner alongside the 
Diocesan Bishop. 

The big moment came on July 28, 2012. 
The General Assembly brought together all 
Indigenous licensed clergy and lay readers 
as well as four Indigenous representatives 
from each congregation. Together they 
elected the Ven. Adam Halkett as Diocesan 
Indigenous Bishop. 

The proposal for a new office of 
Diocesan Indigenous Bishop is included in 
the document Mamuwe isi Miywachimowin 
(Together in the Gospel), which was 
approved by the Diocesan Bishop and 
executive committee of the diocese and the 
archbishop and executive committee of the 
province. 

The Diocese of Saskatchewan and the 
General Assembly were able to proceed 
with this plan thanks to generous support 
from the Anglican Church of Canada and 
the Council of the North as well as gifts 
from bands, congregations, and individuals 
within the diocese. The Prince Albert Grand 
Council hosted the event free of charge.

The Council of Elders had nominated 
Archdeacon Halkett as well as Canon Park 
Buck and the Rev. Beryl Whitecap, who 
withdrew her name before the assembly. 

The election followed traditional process. 
Delegates lined up behind the nominee 
of their choice and once the delegates in 
each line had been counted, the scrutineers 
reported to the Council of Elders, who 
brought the decision to the metropolitan. 
The General Assembly also elected a new 
Indigenous Council.

“With a new bishop, Council of 
Elders, and Indigenous Council we are 
well equipped to renew the church for 
gospel ministry and mission in northern 
Saskatchewan,” said Diocesan Bishop 
Michael Hawkins. Bishop Hawkins also 
publicly thanked Archbishop David 
Ashdown, metropolitan of Rupert’s Land, 
for his leadership and support.

“This is another example of the new and 
creative ways that the Spirit is leading us on 
our journey of healing and reconciliation in 
the Council of the North,” said Archbishop 
Ashdown.

The General Assembly began unofficially 
on Friday evening, July 27, as more than 
200 people gathered for a service of Holy 
Communion, including prayers, laying on 
of hands, and anointing for healing. The 
service, which ran from 7:00 p.m. to 11:15 
p.m., was held at Allen Bird Memorial Gym 
on the very site of the former All Saints 
Residential School—a powerful sign of the 
healing and new beginning that is being 
claimed by the diocese. 

An equally large crowd gathered for 
Saturday’s service of Holy Communion, 
elections, and feast.

The preacher at the Saturday service, 
Bishop Lydia Mamakwa (Northern Ontario 
Region), said of the assembly, “I’m so happy 
for Saskatchewan. It’s been a long journey 
and a lot of work. We give thanks to our 
Creator for taking them this far in their 
journey.” 

In addition to the 120 delegates, the 
Council of Elders, Archbishop Ashdown, 
Bishop Hawkins, the diocesan chancellor, 
and many local non-Indigenous clergy and 
laity, the General Assembly was blessed 
with the presence of many guests.

Mr. Stanley Sainnawap, chair of the 
Northern Ontario Working Group and 
the Rev. (deacon) Ruth Kitchekeesik 
attended with Bishop Mamakwa. The Rev. 
Arthur Anderson, elder for the Diocese of 
Qu’Appelle, and his wife Elaine attended 
to represent their diocese and support 
Saskatchewan. Archdeacon Larry Beardy 
and his wife Elizabeth came from Split 
Lake, Man. (Diocese of Keewatin) along 
with Archdeacon Ken Kitchekeesik and 
his wife Robina. Celia, Alfred, and Quinn 
Mink from Easterville, Man. (Diocese of 
Brandon), attended the entire assembly. 
The Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor, Indigenous 
Ministries co-ordinator (Anglican Church of 
Canada) also attended and greetings were 
received from the Primate and National 
Indigenous Anglican Bishop. Several chiefs 
and councillors were present to witness 
this significant event, including the Grand 
Chief of Prince Albert Grand Council who 
welcomed the assembly on Saturday.

Saturday evening the weekend 
concluded with a spectacular traditional 
feast of moose nose soup, moose stew, fried 
smoked fish, baked and fried bannock, 
berries, and muskeg tea. Theresa Sanderson 
organized the General Assembly and was 
ably and joyfully assisted by a large team 
of enthusiastic volunteers, including many 
hardworking cooks.

 “It’s wonderful to see the vision of the 
elders fulfilled,” said Archdeacon and 
Bishop-elect Halkett at the end of the event. 
“The healing journey with the elders, the 
youth, and the whole church continues, 
mamuwe [together].” 

Bishop Hawkins concluded with a 
reference to the 2012 Sacred Circle: “We are 
walking the dream.” g

This article, by Bishop Michael Hawkins, first appeared in 
the September 2012 issue of the Saskatchewan Anglican 
as “General Assembly 2012”.  


