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The Rev. Samuel Halkett serves as language instructor for the Cree Language Healing 
Project in Prince Albert, Sask.—one of many community-based language recovery 
projects supported by the Anglican Healing Fund.

Cree Language Healing Project 
restores cultural identity
RAISED by his grandparents in northern 
Saskatchewan, the Rev. Samuel Halkett 
never attended a residential school.

“I was one of the lucky ones,” said 
Halkett, who grew up speaking Cree and 
worked as a Cree language instructor 
before becoming an Anglican priest. 
“That’s the only language I knew,” he 
added. “And it’s the culture I lived 
through with my grandparents.”

Tragically, the ability to speak one’s 
own language was a right denied to 
many survivors of the Indian residential 
school system, a number of which were 
run by the Anglican Church of Canada 
until 1969.

The Anglican Healing Fund recently 
granted $10,530 to support the Cree 
Language Healing Project in which 
Halkett serves as the main language 
instructor. Based out of the Cathedral 
Church of St. Alban’s the Martyr in 
Prince Albert, Sask., the project—
initiated by former rector Ken Davis 

and now in its third year—provides 
weekly Cree language instruction 
and is available to all members of the 
community.

Participants come from a diverse 
range of backgrounds, both non-
Indigenous and Indigenous—including 
Cree, Dene, and Métis. But the project is 
mainly geared to are those who lost their 
language while attending the residential 
schools and the generations who have 
since been impacted—a group that 
includes many young parents.

Reflecting the intergenerational 
trauma of the residential school system, 
many parents were unable to pass on 
knowledge of traditional language and 
culture to their own children.

“It hurts the children that are denied 
… their language, and they’re denied the 
ways of our elders in the past,” Halkett 
said. “And I think it’s important to know 
where we come from in order for us to 
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I have been crucified with Christ. It is 
no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me. And the life I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me.

—Galations 2:20 ESV
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Are not two sparrows 

sold for a penny? Yet not 

one of them will fall to 

the ground apart from 

your Father.

Council  

of the North    anglican.ca/cn

Advent 2017

http://anglican.ca/cnml
https://goo.gl/eJXZnG


photo: contributed
Ordination of locally trained deacons in the Diocese of Brandon. Clockwise from 
left: The Rev. Cheryl Kukurudz, Bishop William Cliff, Archdeacon Kevin Goodrich, 
and newly ordained deacons The Rev. Elaine Dixon (front row, right) and The Rev. 
Lorraine Bonnell. 

On March 17 the Territory of the People, 
formerly known as the Anglican Parishes 
of the Central Interior, ordained its first 
two locally trained priests. Having each 
previously served for one year as deacons 
and undertaken all their studies locally, 
Martina Duncan and Angus Muir were 
set to join the team at St. Alban’s Anglican 
Church in Ashcroft, B.C. following their 
ordination to the priesthood.

The increased role of locally trained 
ministry—in which leaders and 
candidates for clerical positions receive 
all their studies and training from within 
their own local community—is a growing 
trend across the Anglican Church of 
Canada. But it is in rural and northern 
dioceses that locally trained ministry is 
making its greatest leaps and bounds as a 
vital part of wider Anglican ministry.

National Indigenous Anglican Bishop 
Mark MacDonald said that locally 
trained clergy, mostly non-stipendiary, 
are particularly common in areas such 
as northern Manitoba, Ontario, and 
Saskatchewan. He recalled that almost 
all clergy in the Diocese of Alaska during 
his tenure as bishop there were locally 
trained.

“It’s very, very common in a number 
of contexts, and it’s growing,” Bishop 
MacDonald said. “We’re seeing more and 
more of this type of ministry.”

In the Diocese of Brandon, Bishop 
William Cliff is currently putting together 
a program to identify leaders in parishes 
and provide them with education to take 
their ministry to the next level.

“We are a Council of the North 
diocese without a great deal of resources, 
and we are spread over a very large area, 
and many of our parishes are small due to 
rural depopulation,” Bishop Cliff said. “So 
locally raised clergy are going to be the 
way some of our rural parishes survive.”

In the Territory of the People, Bishop 
Barbara Andrews said that while the 
trend is based partly on population 
shifts and economic pressures, it also 
represents an embrace of the belief in 
a “ministry of all the baptized” that all 
Christians are called to—and that “within 
the community, all the necessary gifts are 
there for leadership already.”

“We recognize who the natural 
spiritual leaders are of a community,” 
Bishop Andrews said. “In a sense you 

might say that it’s more of an Indigenous 
peoples’ way of looking at spiritual 
leadership in the community … We 
call forth the spiritual leaders, and then 
we’re committed to helping them get the 
necessary training they need.”

‘A more flexible church’
Far beyond forming the majority of 

clergy in many areas, Bishop MacDonald 
said that locally trained clergy have 
become “in many places, the only way 
that you’re going to have any kind of 
ministry at all”.

“The capacity for ministry in the old 
model is gone all over the place,” Bishop 
MacDonald said. “And that’s increasing 
rapidly, so that you’re finding it’s not just 
Indigenous congregations on remote 
reserves, but also communities in rural 
areas, and even in some cases in suburban 
areas.”

Archdeacon William Harrison, 

formerly director for mission and 
ministry in the Diocese of Huron, said 
that the addition of locally trained 
ministers to parishes and working with 
licensed lay readers and ministers has 
resulted in a greater emphasis on teams 
able to respond to a variety of tasks.

In doing so, Harrison said, “It creates a 
more flexible church.”

“The model that we’ve been working 
with of parish churches, each of which has 
at least one sort of full-time priest and a 
building … that model is rapidly failing,” 
he said.

“Many of those do continue and will 
continue. But as a uniform model for the 
whole church, that one’s coming apart … 
What we’re looking at is the flexibility of 
ministry to meet a flexibility of Christian 
communities, and I think our faith 
communities, our congregations, are 
starting to look somewhat different.” Ω
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LOCALLY TRAINED MINISTRY
a rising force in rural and northern dioceses

THE COUNCIL OF THE NORTH is a grouping of financially 
assisted dioceses, supported through grants by General Synod, that 
serve sparsely populated areas in the Arctic, Yukon, Northern and 
Central Interior British Columbia, Alberta, northern Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba; and northern Ontario. Specifically: 
• Diocese of the Arctic • Diocese of Athabasca • Diocese of 

Brandon • Diocese of Caledonia • Indigenous Spiritual Ministry of Mishamikoweesh • 
Diocese of Moosonee • Diocese of Saskatchewan • Territory of the People  •  
Diocese of Yukon •  



MAKING crafts with children is not 
the first activity one typically thinks of 
when considering Episcopal ministry. 
But for Bishop Larry Robertson, it’s all 
part of the job in his new role as rector of 
the Church of the Northern Apostles in 
Whitehorse, Yukon.

Since last summer, Bishop Robertson 
has been serving a hybrid role as both 
parish rector and diocesan bishop in the 
Anglican Diocese of Yukon. The move 
is part of an effort to meet the ministry 
needs of the community with limited 
resources in a diocese that has just three 
stipendiary priests. The bishop and the 
diocesan executive have developed a new 
ministry of presence, calling the bishop 
to engage in parish ministry for a three-
year period. This will be in addition to 
Bishop Robertson’s Episcopal ministry.

On March 24 at the Church of the 
Northern Apostles in Whitehorse, 
Yukon, a Lenten event was held to 
prepare for Easter. Participants—
including elders and young people—
gathered for teaching and children’s 
ministry, a longtime focus for Robertson 
since before his ordination to the 
priesthood. Approximately 18 people 
attended the event, which also included a 
potluck, craft-making, and learning new 
songs for Easter.

Crafts consisted of making butterflies 
out of tissue paper and cellophane, as 
well as creating family prayer beads, 
which the bishop saw as a helpful way to 

teach children to pray.
“This is the first time we’ve had [the 

Lenten event], to see how it went, and it 
went very, very well … I thought it was a 
good time,” Robertson said.

“I [felt] rather awkward, because I 
just started [at the parish]—I haven’t 
been in a parish in … almost 15 years I 
guess, now,” he laughed. “So I’m sort of 
re-learning again, and the parish is just 
beginning to gel together.”

Officially, Bishop Robertson is only 
present at the parish half-time. Lay 
leaders and other community members 
support outreach, lead Bible studies, and 
produce bulletins and schedules for daily 
readers.

Along with his focus on Anglicans 
already attending the parish, Bishop 
Robertson is mindful of new 
outreach opportunities. He noted that 
construction is currently underway on 
a new Whitehorse suburb known as 
Whistle Bend, located just south of the 
parish.

“We’ve been very blessed with a 
congregation that wants to grow … 
We’re going to have to look at how we 
reach out to this whole new sort of 
subdivision which is just opening up,” he 
said. “They’re talking about 8,000-10,000 
people being in there in the next few 
years … We have to be prepared and be 
ready for them.” Ω

To read the full version of this story go 
to anglican.ca/cnyukon

photo: contributed
Bishop Larry Robertson (left) joins a craft-making session during a Lenten event at 
the Church of the Northern Apostles in Whitehorse, Yukon, where he currently serves 
as rector. 
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Yukon bishop’s ministry of presence 
brings him back to parish life

For one small congregation in the 
Anglican Diocese of Saskatchewan, 
the spirit of the Lenten season found 
palpable expression at a March 12 
Sunday service in response to the 
threat of drought and famine in East 
Africa.

The week prior to the service, 
United Nations Emergency Relief 
Coordinator Stephen O’Brien 
declared to the Security Council that 
20 million people were in danger of 
starving to death in what he called 
“the largest humanitarian crisis 
since the creation of the UN,” a crisis 
exacerbated by war and drought.

Speaking to the ecumenical 
congregation at Turtle River Parish 
in the village of Mervin, where the 
local church has hosted a shared 
Anglican-United ministry for 47 
years, Bishop Michael Hawkins—
who regularly preaches at the 
church—read aloud his letter to 
congregations across the diocese 
asking for a special offering to be 
taken up on March 26 for emergency 
response in East Africa and 
elsewhere.

By the following Wednesday, 
the Mervin congregation had sent 
a $3,500 cheque to the Diocese 
of Saskatchewan payable to 
the Primate’s World Relief and 
Development Fund (PWRDF), 
and another cheque for $1,500 to 
Mission and Service, the umbrella 
development and relief organization 
for the United Church of Canada.

“That was just one 
congregation—I think the 
attendance that Sunday was 22 
people,” Bishop Hawkins said. “So it 
was miraculous and remarkable.

“You worry that people’s financial 
resources are exhausted, and that 
their sympathy and compassion has 
been exhausted in these times, and 
that’s certainly not the case in that 
congregation. I was moved to tears.” Ω

To read the full version of this story 
go to anglican.ca/cnlent

Drought and famine relief 
embodies spirit of Lent

http://www.anglican.ca/news/yukon-bishop-take-dual-role-parish-priest/30015454/
http://anglican.ca/cnyukon
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-primates-world-relief-and-development-fund-pwrdf/east-africa-famine/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-primates-world-relief-and-development-fund-pwrdf/east-africa-famine/
http://anglican.ca/cnlent
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Anglican Healing Fund supports residential school 
survivors at reconciliation workshops
Ontario Regional Training for resolution health and cultural support workers, hosted 
by Ontario Indian Residential School Support Services (OIRSSS) and held in Sault 
Ste. Marie, Ont. OIRSSS organized the recent “Reconciliation Begins With Me” 
workshops for residential school survivors in northern Ontario. Claudette Chevrier, 
who helped coordinate the workshops, is seated second from left in the front row.  
For the full story, go to anglican.ca/cnahf 

Resources from the Council of the North
These resources are available free of charge. View, order and/or download at  

anglican.ca/cn/resources

NORTHERN WITNESS: A 5-Session 
Bible Study from the Council of the North
Using themes of Solidarity, Mission & Service, 
Trust & Treasure, Healing and Partnership, this 
5-module study uses stories of northern ministry 
to help illuminate the chosen Bible passages. 
Each module also invites you to deepen your 
partnership with us in the Gospel.

Order FREE colour copies from our resource order form page: anglican.ca/cnorder
Download a PDF copy of Northern Witness: anglican.ca/cnnw

know where we’re heading.”
The Cree Language Healing Project 

teaches the y dialect of the Plains Cree, 
the most prevalent Cree dialect in the 
Prince Albert area. Numerous Cree 
dialects exist, with Halkett himself 
originally speaking the th dialect of the 
northern Woods Cree.

Each weekly meeting starts with 
an evening meal before language 
instruction proper.

For Halkett, language and culture 
cannot be separated, and he considers 
hands-on cultural activities the “most 
powerful” way that he teaches Cree. 
Music is an important teaching tool, 
with the instructor regularly breaking 
out a guitar and leading participants in 
Cree-language songs.

Other cultural forms such as puppet 
shows find particular appeal for young 
children in the class.

The Cree Language Healing Project 
saw an estimated 87 people take Cree 
language instruction in its first year, 
Halkett said. Current average weekly 
attendance is approximately 20 students.

Chris Lyons, treasurer at St. Alban’s, 
said informal feedback from parish 
members suggested that the language 
project “has done what it was intended 
to do” by encouraging language and 
having “people feel connected and 
welcome in the Anglican Church”.

The Anglican Healing Fund grant 
application from St. Alban’s provided 
a stated completion date of March 31, 
2017, but the cathedral is optimistic 
that the project will remain an ongoing 
endeavour.

“We’re hoping to continue with 
it,” Lyons said. “Much of the funding 
for the program itself has come as a 
result of the grant from the Anglican 
Church [through] the [Healing and] 
Reconciliation Fund … We’ve had some 
preliminary discussions about self-
financing the program, because we do 
see it certainly as significant outreach for 
our parish into the larger community, 
plus providing a service [and] bringing 
people into our parish.”

The pride that flows from being able 
to speak in one’s own language may be 
the most significant and long-lasting 
benefit, as native Cree speaker Halkett 
can attest. Ω

Healing through 
language
Continued from p.1
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I have been crucified with Christ. It is 
no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me. And the life I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me.

—Galations 2:20 ESV
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NEW!
Placemats from  
Council of the North

Two new placemats available Jan. 
15, 2018 for order.

1. Lent/Easter
2. Every Occasion
Place your order through the 
Council of the North website at 
anglican.ca/cnorder
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Lent/Easter

Every Occasion
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