
Lent 1: The Kingdom draws near

On a busy downtown street in Schumacher, ON is an office complex. In the front door, 
past the trophy shop and around the corner is Unit #5, a welcoming space with a couch, 
comfortable chairs and a coffee table—“The Livingroom.” There are also long tables 
and chairs for board games, cards, or crafts—“and there’s always coffee, tea and cookies,” 
says Catherine Murkin, Threshold Ministries Evangelist in the Diocese of Moosonee. 

Following the closure, years back, of the local Anglican Church, Moosonee’s leaders 
have felt the call to reestablish a ministry presence in this needy community. And so, 
much time has been spent visiting local businesses, and chatting in the Post Office or on 
the streets in order to build relationships and discern the community’s needs. Deborah 
Lonergan-Freake, Administrator for Moosonee, explains that Schumacher residents 
expressed the need for a safe place to “hang out”; a place without the temptations of 
drugs and alcohol; a place “free of cold shoulders.”

The Livingroom is already building a devoted clientele. “I’m so lonely.  I’ve been here 
a year and I haven’t met anyone,” said one single mom who recently visited. Her young 
son now talks all week about going back on Wednesday to the Livingroom. Eventually, 
Murkin may hold worship services, but for now, she’s doing a lot of listening and says, 
“Where it goes from there is in God’s hands…. My purpose is to represent Christ’s 
loving presence in the community.” One Schumacher resident confirmed, “We’re so 
glad you are coming back. We’ve missed the Church.”  

Prayer: 
“Dear Lord, as you walked among us, we saw your kingdom draw near. Open our eyes to 
see the ways you are building your kingdom among us here and now—and may we receive 
it with humble and open hearts. Amen.”
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