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Lent 2: Fellowship and sacrifice in northern
 Saskatchewan

This past fall, The Rev. Dr. Mike Foley responded to Bishop Michael Hawkins’ 
invitation to travel from his Nova Scotia home to northern Saskatchewan, and to work 
alongside northern ministers. Foley saw firsthand the brokenness of so many northern 
communities—but he also experienced the most profound sense of community, healing 
grace and sacrificial ministry. “I have been changed by the beautiful ministry that I saw,” 
says Foley.

He describes the work of non-stipendiary minister Eugene Merasty and his wife, Alice, 
in Stanley Mission, SK: “It was wonderful to learn of Eugene’s work—visiting homes 
at night, in what I truly believe was saving people. And as we were having dinner in the 
home, he shared with me that people are in the community and they’re at his home and 
he is out and about and some of that is counseling people out of suicidal ideology. And, 
you know, this is his life.  And regardless of how disruptive that it must be at times, 
there was no disruption that I could detect in his voice.  It’s who he was.”

Foley reflects, “I’m afraid sometimes that church becomes so bureaucratized, and we 
become so concerned about keeping the church doors open, that we can lose a sense of 
our true mission.” The fellowship and welcome Foley experienced in the communities 
he visited have reinvigorated his faith and his own ministry. “The kindness they 
demonstrated made me appreciate so much the gift that I have received in God’s grace.”

Prayer: 
“God, your son Jesus asked us to take up our cross and follow him. We thank you for 
the example of so many northern ministers who lead in sacrificial ways. We ask you to 
strengthen them and draw our Church closer in Christian fellowship. Amen.”
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