
A ministry of  the whole church by the whole church A ministry of  the whole church by the whole church

www.anglican.ca/cn 
facebook.com/CounciloftheNorth
cnc@national.anglican.ca

www.anglican.ca/cn 
facebook.com/CounciloftheNorth
cnc@national.anglican.ca

Lent 6: Light and Hope in Old Crow
 
In the Yukon community of Old Crow, Bishop Larry Robertson
hears the snow crunch under his boots. On this -43 evening, there is a fog in the air 
that you can almost cut with a knife. Following several days of pastoral visiting, Bishop 
Larry is on his way to a healing service.

Old Crow has seen little of the sun on this day—sunrise was at 12:29 pm and sunset at  
2:20. But when Bishop Larry enters the community hall, the warmth and light inside 
dispel the cold and darkness. He describes the hall: “All around the room are picture of 
elders who have died.” In a few minutes, the prayers and praises of the community will 
join with those of the elders and saints that have gone before.

This community has suffered greatly over the past year, with several untimely and tragic 
deaths. But, as Bishop Larry explains, Old Crow is “a community with a strong spiritual 
past that they can call upon.” 

The service begins quietly with singing and a teaching time on forgiveness and the 
path to hope. Those gathered then share Holy Communion and are invited forward 
for prayer and anointing as the congregation sings Gospel songs and traditional hymns 
in the Gwich’in language. Rev. Laurie Munro, priest in Old Crow, says, “Tears and 
laughter, pain and joy mingled as our Lord moved in people’s lives.” And Bishop Larry 
describes moments when “anger and fear” were displaced by a “healthy grief and a 
determination to make change happen with God’s help.” He calls the service a “turning 
point” and says, “Healing has begun. God is good.”

Prayer: 
“Lord Jesus, when you entered Jerusalem, the people waved palm branches and shouted 
‘Hosanna.’ Help us, too, to turn to you in our times of pain and confusion. And  help us, 
through this coming week, to stay close beside you, on the path to forgiveness, hope and 
resurrection. Amen.”
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