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Background/ Consultation
The Diocese of …  occasionally engages in soliciting corporate and business sponsorships. The following policy is adapted from a policy approved by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada. This policy would apply to businesses and corporations who sponsor in excess of $1,000 (either in money or through in kind donations) and not to corporate donors of smaller amounts.
Rationale
Revenue diversification is a strong value in the philanthropic world. Corporate and business sponsorship is one way of increasing revenue for the Diocese. These sponsorships have the potential of providing additional support for areas of the church’s mission, and also explicitly linking corporations and businesses with the ministry of the church in a kind of evangelistic outreach, with financial benefit. It is important to note that there is a considerable difference between corporate and business philanthropy (the act of giving, sharing) and corporate and business sponsorship where money is given with expected benefits returning to the corporation or business.

Policy
The Diocese of … affirms the importance of corporate and business sponsorship in supporting activities of the church and of other voluntary organizations. Consequently, the Diocese of … may solicit corporate and business sponsorships for events, programs, and operations. 

The Diocese acknowledges the care that it must take in considering corporate and business sponsorships and endorsements.   

The Diocese may consider in kind, indirect, and monetary sponsorships. All such sponsorships will be agreed to by both parties in a signed letter of agreement.

The Diocese of … will publicly express appreciation for these sponsorships and endorsements in appropriate ways. In anticipation of such public acknowledgement, all sponsorships valued at more than $5,000, or those where exclusivity is offered, must be reviewed by the Bishop, to ensure that acceptance complies with the church’s public policy positions.

The Diocese of … reserves the right to refuse any corporate or business sponsorship.

Related Procedures
Recognition of corporate and business sponsors through such vehicles as the website, print materials associated with the event, public announcements, etc. will be stipulated in the agreement.   Recognition may include a display of the sponsor’s name and logo, a few words of description, and a link to the sponsor’s website. Additional recognition, if considered appropriate, will depend on the amount of the sponsorship from this and other corporations and/or businesses.

Recognition does not imply endorsement of a sponsor’s product, and the sponsor may not suggest such endorsement or use the name of the Diocese of … for commercial purposes.

Sponsorship agreements will be drafted by the Bishop or designate.  

The agreement will be with the sponsoring corporation or business directly. 

The agreement will be approved and signed by the Bishop or designate and also signed by the sponsor’s representative.

The sponsorship agreement will include:

· The nature and amount of the sponsorship
· The planned use of the contribution
· The recognition the sponsor will receive
· Details about how the sponsor’s logo, name and URL may be used
· Details about how the sponsor may use the name, logo and the URL of the Diocese of …
· When the payment will be made
· The main contacts for the sponsoring organization and the church
· If there is an expectation of a report on the use of the sponsorship gift
· When the agreement will terminate
· How the agreement may be terminated in advance
· Any exclusivity commitment
Files relating to corporate and business sponsorship will be kept in a locked cabinet to ensure privacy. 
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