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Bishop Barbara Andrews has a new 
stole. Handwoven in Sutton, Quebec, it 

features a vine and branches—resplendent in 
fall colours—and two flowers, the dogwood 
(BC’s provincial flower) and the fleur de lis. 
A gift given to Bishop Barbara (APCI) at the 
Oct. synod of the Diocese of Montreal, the 
stole’s vine and branches symbolize shared 
dependence on Christ, and the flowers 
represent these two dioceses, which have 
been in a companion relationship since 2008. 

At this synod, Bp. Barbara and Bp. Mary 
Irwin-Gibson (Montreal’s newly-consecrated 
bishop) recommitted themselves to this 
“equal partnership” that exists for the 
“purpose of mutual support and for the 
strengthening of mission in their respective 
churches.”

Bishop Barbara explains how the 
relationship began: “When we were facing 
the uncertain future after the demise of the 
Diocese of Cariboo, it was wonderful for 
us to have another diocese reach out to us 
in mutual support and friendship.” That 
friendship and support have grown. Sue 
Winn, Chair of the Montreal Partnership 
Group, says that Bishop Barbara is “much 
loved” in the Diocese of Montreal and the 
two dioceses have enjoyed “many visits and 
exchanges.” 

In an example of this cross-cultural 
sharing, at the Oct. synod, Bishop Barbara 
joined with the Rev. Annie Ittoshat (who 
serves Montreal’s Inuit congregation) to 
provide a workshop on Indigenous ministry. 

Most recently, St. Paul’s Cathedral in 
Kamloops has been blessed with the arrival 
from Montreal of The Rev. David Sinclair to 
serve as interim Dean. Sinclair praises one 
of the things he’s noticed so far in APCI: 
“The degree of pastoral care exercised by lay 
people is amazing—licensed Lay Ministers 
of Word and Sacrament do most of the care 
in nursing homes and other care centres.” 
Sinclair sees the challenges too: “There are 
not the ancient stone buildings here, but 
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maintaining wooden ones can be just as 
demanding. Distances are quite staggering: 
Kamloops to Prince George is at least a six-
hour drive, over 50 km between points in a 
parish.” 

Bishop Barbara says that Rev. Sinclair 
“is deeply interested in our mission and 
ministry.  He asks a lot of questions and it 
is a joy to begin to see our ministry from 
another point of view.”

Moving forward, Bishop Barbara says the 
two dioceses are looking at the “twinning 
of parishes with real excitement” and are 
exploring ways to “use social media to share 
stories of the life and ministry of each of the 
twinned parishes.”

On the Sunday immediately following 
the synod, Bishop Barbara joined the 
congregation in Cowansville, Quebec for 
worship—wearing the new stole.  

“The fall in Quebec is always incredibly 
beautiful with the marvelous red and gold 
colours—it’s lovely to be reminded of them 
on the stole,” she says. “This partnership has 
been a blessing.” 
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Bishop Barbara Andrews presented with stole, 
created by Doreen Field-Page of Sutton, QC. 
Photo-Harvey Shepherd.

“I thank my God every 
time I remember you. 
In all my prayers for all 
of you, I always pray 
with joy because of your 
partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until 
now...”(Phil. 1:3-5).

Across the Council of the North, 
from a new partnership between a 
Toronto parish and one in Wemindji, 
QC, to a diocesan partnership between 
the Anglican Parishes of the Central 
Interior and the Diocese of Montreal, to 
our welcoming of a Nova Scotia priest 
to spend several months with us in 
Saskatchewan, we are seeing growth in our 
“partnership in the Gospel.” 

Built on mutuality and genuine 
openness, these relationships can take 
different forms: the weekly exchange 
of prayer requests, or visits and very 
intentional learning and immersion in 
each other’s communities. Whatever shape 
they take, it is so encouraging to know 
they are blooming and growing across our 
Church.

We hope this CONTACT will inspire 
you to help us strengthen, in your own 
way, our partnership in the Gospel.  

In Christ,

The Rt. Rev. Michael Hawkins
Chair, Council of the North

A message from the Chair

Bishop Michael Hawkins

visit us at:
www.anglican.ca/cn 

facebook.com/ 
CounciloftheNorth

cnc@national.anglican.ca
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On Sunday morning, June 7, Archbishop 
Fred Hiltz and Bishop Michael Hawkins 

climbed into an outboard motorboat and 
crossed the water to Holy Trinity Church in 
Stanley Mission, SK. The skies were sunny, 
and the pictures from that morning are of 50 
proud confirmands and a fish-fry feast.

But by the time the trip home began, the 
sky was “eerie with a smoky, red-orange sky,” 
says Bishop Hawkins. This sky was to darken 
and remain filled with smoke for weeks to 
come—a period that would see over 12,000 
evacuated, destruction of huge swaths of 
forest and numerous homes. As evacuation 
orders were issued, residents scrambled to 
gather precious possessions and to make 
sure elders were ready for the journey. 

Evacuees were sent to Prince Albert and 
other centres as far away as Cold Lake, AB. 
The Prince Albert Grand Council coordi-
nated care efforts and invited Bp. Hawkins 
and Bp. Adam Halkett to sit in on daily 
emergency meetings. 

On Sat., July 4, Bp. Hawkins was asked to 
organize a meal for the next day: a benefit 
concert had been planned, and supper was 
needed. But how to feed 500 evacuees with 
only 24 hours notice? Bp. Hawkins explains, 
“I called one person and they started to call 
around.”

And then, in what Bp. Hawkins has de-
scribed as his “proudest day as Bishop of 
Saskatchewan,” volunteers prepared a meal 
for 500. He describes the great appreciation 
shown by the evacuees, and the joy of those 
serving. “Those helping serve the soup, sand-
wiches and watermelon were just full of joy. 
The concert was going on as they were feed-
ing people and it was a really happy time—a 
wonderful meeting of people, urban and 
rural, Indigenous and non-Indigenous. And 

Standing 
together in 
the fire

the fact that our 2 congregations, Birch Hills 
and Muskoday—one’s off-reserve and one’s 
on-reserve—coordinated that way was also 
exciting and moving,” he says.

This sense of mamuwe, of being part-
ners in the Gospel, has been building in the 
Diocese of Saskatchewan for some years. 
Diocesan Indigenous Bishop, Adam Halkett, 
works side-by-side with Bp. Hawkins, with 
a special focus on the diocese’s Indigenous 
communities. 

During the crisis, Bp. Halkett’s ministry 
continued even though, as a resident of 
Montreal Lake Cree Nation, his own home 
was gravely threatened. He worked tire-
lessly—inviting evacuees to a Sunday service 
at St. Alban’s Cathedral, providing support to 
families and organizing home-cooked meals. 
“There are a couple ladies…that cooked 
meals for the elders: They’re not used to 
restaurant food or fast food, so they’d rather 
have a traditional meal—meaning wild meat, 
moose meat, fish,” Halkett told anglican.ca.

This eagerness to serve was seen across 
the country—in Cold Lake where St. John’s 
Anglican put on a last-minute VBS, in The 
Pas, MB, where churches and community 
groups sprang into action and filled a 30-ft. 
trailer with donations, and in the many gifts 
sent to Saskatchewan. But at the Church’s top 
levels, the response was also swift and gener-
ous. The Anglican Foundation’s Judy Rois 
told anglican.ca, “When Bp. Hawkins called 
to ask if the AFC might be able to assist with 
the needs of evacuees, of course I said ‘yes.’ 

(Top) Confirmation in Stanley Mission, SK on 
June 7, 2015.(Right) Volunteers serve supper 
during Beautiful North concert. Photos-Used with 
Permission from the Diocese of Saskatchewan.

Partners in the Gospel
The Council of the North encourages northern and southern parishes to walk together as part-
ners, sharing their experiences and supporting one another in mission.
 
These partnerships can include: cross-cultural learning, mutual prayer support, visits and ex-
changes of resources. To learn more, contact us at cnc@national.anglican.ca

He said he needed $5000 to meet immediate 
needs...and we wrote him a cheque for that 
amount as soon as we hung up.” 

Through PWRDF, the Anglican Founda-
tion, the Anglican Church of Canada and 
gifts from individuals and congregations, 
nearly $35,000 was raised. Archbishop Hiltz 
called the donations “a sign of a church fam-
ily across the country that cares deeply about 
what’s happening in the context of a church 
local.” 

Deeply grateful, Bp. Hawkins said, “The 
Primate’s Fund called it a ‘solidarity grant.’ 
And the greatest treasure was just that sign 
of solidarity: our people knew their Church 
was with them.” For him, this was a “great 
witness” to both the diocese and to the 
province—“people caring for each other, and 
a chance to redeem relationships.” 

In this crisis, Bp. Hawkins says, “the real-
ity of the Church was very clear.” 
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