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Genesis 1:12, 1:18, 1:25
And God saw that it was good.
Genesis 1:27-31
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them, male and
female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said,
“See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of the earth, and
every three with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the
earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything
that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.
Genesis 2:15
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.
Genesis 28:20, 22
Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way
that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, so that I come again to my
father`s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, and this stone, which I have set
up for a pillar, shall be God`s house; and of all that you give me I will surely give one
tenth to you.”
Exodus 35:4-5
Moses said to all the congregation of the Israelites: This is the thing that the Lord has
commanded: Take from among you an offering to the Lord; let whoever is of a generous
heart bring the Lord’s offering...
Exodus 35:21
And they came, everyone whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing,
and brought the Lord’s offering...
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Leviticus 25:23
(The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying...) The land shall not be sold in
perpetuity, for the land is mine; with me you are but aliens and tenants.
Leviticus 27:30-32
All tithes from the land, whether the seed from the ground or the fruit from the tree, are
the Lord’s; they are holy to the Lord. If persons wish to redeem any of their tithes, they
must add one-fifth to them. All tithes of herd and flock, every tenth one that passes under
the shepherd’s staff, shall be holy to the Lord.
Numbers 18:20-32
Then the Lord said to Aaron: You shall have no allotment in their land, nor shall you
have any share among them; I am your share and your possession among the Israelites.
To the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for a possession in return for the service
that they perform, the service in the tent of meeting. From now on the Israelites shall no
longer approach the tent of meeting, or else they will incur guilt and die. But the Levites
shall perform the service of the tent of meeting, and they shall bear responsibility for their
own offenses; it shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations. But among the
Israelites they shall have no allotment, because I have given to the Levites as their portion
the tithe of the Israelites, which they set apart as an offering to the Lord. Therefore I have
said of them that they shall have no allotment among the Israelites.
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: You shall speak to the Levites, saying: When you
receive from the Israelites the tithe that I have given you from them for your portion, you
shall set apart an offering from it to the Lord, a tithe of the tithe. It shall be reckoned to
you as your gift, the same as the grain of the threshing floor and the fullness of the wine
press. Thus you also shall set apart an offering to the Lord from all the tithes that you
receive from the Israelites; and from them you shall give the Lord’s offering to the priest
Aaron. Out of all the gifts to you, you shall set apart every offering due to the Lord; the
best of all of them is the part to be consecrated. Say also to them: When you have set
apart the best of it, then the rest shall be reckoned to the Levites as produce of the
threshing floor, and as produce of the wine press. You may eat it in any place, you and
your households; for it is your payment for your service in the tent of meeting. You shall
incur no guilt by reason of it, when you have offered the best of it. But you shall not
profane the holy gifts of the Israelites, on pain of death.
Deuteronomy 8:1-18
This entire commandment that I command you today you must diligently observe, so that
you may live and increase, and go in and occupy the land that the Lord promised on oath
to your ancestors. Remember the long way that the Lord your God has led you these forty
years in the wilderness, in order to humble you, testing you to know what was in your
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heart, whether or not you would keep his commandments. He humbled you by letting you
hunger, then by feeding you with manna, with which neither you nor your ancestors were
acquainted, in order to make you understand that one does not live by bread alone, but by
every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. The clothes on your back did not
wear out and your feet did not swell these forty years. Know then in your heart that as a
parent disciplines a child so the Lord your God disciplines you. Therefore keep the
commandments of the Lord your God, by walking in his ways and by fearing him. For
the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, with
springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and
pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land were you may eat bread without
scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills
you may mine copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the good
land that he has given you.
Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his
commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today.
When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, and when your
herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you
have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who brought
you out of the house of slavery, who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an
arid wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from
flint rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to
humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. Do not say to yourself, “My
power and the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth.” But remember the
Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his
covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today.
Deuteronomy 14:22-29
Set apart a tithe of all the yield of your seed that is brought in yearly from the field. In the
presence of the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose as a dwelling for his
name, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, your wine, and your oil, as well as the
firstlings of your herd and flock, so that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always.
But if, when the Lord your God has blessed you, the distance is so great that you are
unable to transport it, because the place where the Lord your God will choose to set his
name is too far away from you, then you may turn it into money. With the money secure
in hand, go to the place that the Lord your God will choose; spend the money for
whatever you wish—oxen, sheep, wine, strong drink, or whatever you desire. And you
shall eat there in the presence of the Lord your God, you and your household rejoicing
together. As for the Levites resident in your towns, do not neglect them, because they
have no allotment or inheritance with you.
Every third year you shall bring out the full tithe of your produce for that year, and store
it within your towns; the Levites, because they have no allotment or inheritance with you,
as well as the resident aliens, the orphans, and the widows in your towns, may come and
eat their fill so that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work that you undertake.
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Deuteronomy 15:7-11
If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of your towns
within the land that the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tightfisted toward your needy neighbour. You should rather open your hand, willingly lending
enough to meet the need, whatever it may be. Be careful that you do not entertain a mean
thought, thinking, “The seventh year, the year of remission, is near,” and therefore view
your needy neighbour with hostility and give nothing; your neighbour might cry to the
Lord against you, and you would incur guilt. Give liberally and be ungrudging when you
do so, for on this account the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in all
that you undertake. Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I
therefore command you, “Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbour in your land.”
Deuteronomy 16:17
All shall give as they are able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God that he has
given you.
Deuteronomy 24:19-22
When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go
back to get it; it shall be left for the alien, the orphan, and the widow, so that the Lord
your God may bless you in all your undertakings. When you beat your olive trees, do not
strip what is left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow. When you gather the
grapes of your vineyard, do not glean what is left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and
the widow. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I am
commanding you to do this.
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance
to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the
fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving
you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will
choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at the time,
and say to him, “Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that
the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.” When the priest sets it down before the altar
of the Lord your God, you shall make this response before the Lord your God: “A
wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an
alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the
Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labour on us, we cried to
the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our
toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he
brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So
now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.” You
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shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God.
Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate
with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.
When you have finished paying all the tithe of your produce in the third year (which is
the year of the tithe), giving it to the Levites, the aliens, the orphans, and the widows, so
that they may eat their fill within your towns, then you shall say to the Lord your God: “I
have removed the sacred portion from the house, and I have given it to the Levites, the
resident aliens, the orphans, and the widows, in accordance with your entire
commandment that you commanded me; I have neither transgressed nor forgotten any of
your commandments:...Look down from your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless
your people Israel and the ground that you have given us, as you swore to our
ancestors—a land flowing with milk and honey.”
2 Samuel 24.18-end
That day Gad came up to David and said to him, “Go up and erect an altar to the Lord on
the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” Following Gad’s instructions, David went
up, as the Lord had commanded. When Araunah looked down, he saw the king and his
servants coming toward him, and Araunah went out and prostrated himself before the
king with his face to the ground. Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his
servant?” David said, “To buy the threshing floor from you in order to build an altar to
the Lord, so that the plague may be averted from the people.” Then Arunah said to David,
“Let my lord the king take and offer up what seems good to him; here are the oxen for the
burnt offering, and the threshing sledges and the yokes of the oxen for the wood. All this,
O king, Arunah gives to the king.” And Araunah said to the king, “May the Lord your
God respond favourably to you.” But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will buy them
from you for a price; I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God that cost me
nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.
David built there an altar to the Lord, and offered burnt offerings and offerings of wellbeing. So the Lord answered his supplication for the land, and the plague was averted
from Israel.
1 Chronicles 29:10-11, 14
Blessed are you, 0 Lord, the God of our ancestor Israel, forever and ever. Yours, 0 Lord,
are the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty, for all that is in the
heavens and on the earth is yours; yours is the kingdom, 0 Lord, and you are exalted as
head above all . For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you.
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Psalm 8.4-7
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
What is man that you should be mindful of him?
the son of man that you should seek him out?
You have made him but little lower than the angels;
you adorn him with glory and honour;
You give him mastery over the works of your hands;
you put all things under his feet.
Psalm 24:1
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it
the world and all who dwell therein.
For it is he who founded it upon the seas
and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep.
Psalm 41:1
Happy are they who consider the poor and needy!
the Lord will deliver them in the time of trouble.
Psalm 49:16-17
Do not be envious when some become rich,
or when the grandeur of their house increases;
For they will carry nothing away at their death,
nor will their grandeur follow them.
Psalm 50:14
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving
and make good your vows to the Most High.
Psalm 65
Psalm 67
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Psalm 96:8
Ascribe to the Lord the honour due his name;
bring offerings and come into his courts.
Psalm 100
Psalm 104:1-35
Psalm 116.10
How shall I repay the Lord
for all the good things he has done for me?
Psalm 145
Psalm 148
Psalm 150
See also many Psalm prayers in The Book of Alternative Services.
Proverbs 3.10
Honour the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; then
your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.
Proverbs 29.18 KJV
Where there is no vision, the people perish.
Ecclesiastes 5:19-20
Likewise all to whom God gives wealth and possessions and whom he enables to enjoy
them, and to accept their lot and find enjoyment in their toil—this is the gift of God.
Joel 2:21-27
Do not fear, O soil;
be glad and rejoice,
for the Lord has done great things!
Do not fear, you animals of the field,
for the pastures of the wilderness are green;
the tree bears its fruit,
the fig tree and vine give their full yield.
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O children of Zion, be glad
and rejoice in the Lord your God;
for he has given the early rain for your vindication,
he has poured down for you abundant rain,
the early and the later rain, as before.
The threshing floors shall be full of grain,
the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.
I will repay you for the years
that the swarming locust has eaten,
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter,
my great army, which I sent against you.
You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied,
and praise the name of the Lord your God,
who has dealt wondrously with you.
And my people shall never again be put to shame.
You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel,
and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other.
And my people shall never again be put to shame.
Isaiah 38:1
In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the point of death. The prophet Isaiah son
of
Amoz came to him, and said to him, "Thus says the Lord: set your house in order, for you
shall
die, you shall not recover."
Malachi 3:10
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and thus
put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for
you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.
Matthew 5:13-16 Cf Mark 9:50; Luke 14:34-35
“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.”
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting
a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
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Matthew 5:23-24 Cf Luke 12:57-59
“So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or
sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first to be
reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.”
Matthew 5:38-42 Cf Luke 6:29-31
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to
you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other
also; and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if
anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile. Give to everyone who begs
from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.”
Matthew 6:2-4
“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you,
they have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.”
Matthew 6:19-21 Cf Luke 12:33-34
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Matthew 6:24
“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
Matthew 6:25-33 Cf Luke 12:22-31
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to the span of your life? And why do
you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither
toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of
these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore
do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we
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wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly
Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and
his righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well.”
Matthew 7:7-11 Cf Luke 11:9-13
“Ask and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be
opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and
for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if
your child asks for bread, will give a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a
snake? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him!”
Matthew 7:12
“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the
prophets.”
Matthew 7:21
“Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only
the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.”
Matthew 13:1-9 Cf Mark 4:1-9, 13-20; Luke 8:4-8, 11-15
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on
the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out
to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them
up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang
up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched;
and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundred-fold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!”
Matthew 13:44-45
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.”
Matthew 16:24-27 Cf Mark 8:34-9:1; Luke 9:23-27
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life
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will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return
for their life?”
Matthew 19:16-24 Cf Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-30
Then someone came to him and said, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal
life?” And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one
who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.” He said to him,
“Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery;
You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honour your father and mother;
also, you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to him, “I have kept
all these; what do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your
possessions, and give the money to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then
come, follow me.” When the young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for he
had many possessions. Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it will be hard
for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 20:1-16
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to
hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage,
he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others
standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard,
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon
and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found
others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’
They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’
When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.
And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden
of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing
you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to
you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So
the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
Matthew 25:14-30 Cf Luke 19:11-26
“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property
to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to
his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at
once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who
had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent
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went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things,
I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one
with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one
talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping
where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and
I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow,
and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take
the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have,
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing,
even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”
Matthew 25:31-40
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on
the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put
the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his
right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison
and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw
you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.’ ”
Mark 12:38-44 Cf Matthew 23:1-7; Luke 20:45-47
As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and
to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the
synagogues and places of honour at banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for the
sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”
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He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small
copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them,
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to
the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
Luke 4:16-21
When [Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in
the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture
has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
Luke 5.1-11
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing
in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the
fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the
boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore.
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking,
he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon
answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you
say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done this, they caught so many fish that
their nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to
come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But
when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord,
for I am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of
fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will
be catching people.” When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and
followed him.
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Luke 7:41-43
“A certain creditor had two debtors; one owned five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.
When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now which of them
will love him more? Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the
greater debt.” And Jesus said to him, “You have judged rightly.”
Luke 10:25-37 Cf Matthew 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit
eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.” And
he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?” Jesus
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by
chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the
other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he
was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and
wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care
of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take
care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ Which
of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the
robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do
likewise.”
Luke 12:13-21
Someone in the crowd said to (Jesus), “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family
inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator
over you?” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed;
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a
parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What
shall I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.
And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with
those who store up treasure for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
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He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will
eat, or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body
more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither
storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the
birds! And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? If then you
are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest? Consider the
lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his
glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which
is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe
you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you
are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive after
all these things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, strive for his
kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Luke 12:42-48 Cf Matthew 24:45-51
And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and prudent manager whom his master will
put in charge of his slaves, to give them their allowance of food at the proper time?
Blessed is that slave whose master will find at work when he arrives. Truly, I tell you, he
will put that one in charge of all his possessions. But if that slave says to himself, ‘My
master is delayed in coming,’ and if he begins to beat the other slaves, men and women,
and to eat and drink and get drunk, the master of that slave will come on a day when he
does not expect him and at an hour that he does not know, and will cut him in pieces (or
cut him off), and put him with the unfaithful. That slave who knew what his master
wanted, but did not prepare himself or do what was wanted, will receive a severe beating.
But the one who did not know and did what deserved a beating will receive a light
beating. From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; and from
the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded.
Luke 14:12-14
He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do
not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbours, in case they
may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite
the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they
cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
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Luke 14:25-33 Cf Matthew 10:34-39
Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, “Whoever
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters,
yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and
follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not
first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will
begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him
with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”
Luke 15:11-24
Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided
his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and
traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.
When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and
he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself
with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came
to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to
spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be
called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ So he set off and went to his
father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion;
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe--the best one--and put it on
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and
let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and
is found!’ And they began to celebrate.
Luke 16:1-9
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges
were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him
and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your
management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to
himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am
not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that,
when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ So,
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summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe
my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill,
sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you
owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and
make it eighty.’ And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted
shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends of yourselves by
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal
homes.
Luke 16:10-17
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a
very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with
what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave can serve two
masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
Luke 17:11-19
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and
Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they
called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” When he saw them, he said to
them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean.
Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud
voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan.
Then Jesus asked, “Were there not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they?
Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he
said to them, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”
Luke 18:9-14
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and
regarded others with contempt: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee
and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I
thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ But the tax collector,
standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying,
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his home justified
rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble
themselves will be exalted.”

Biblical Passages

17

Luke 18.18-25 Cf Matthew 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31
A certain ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus
said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the
commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not
steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honour your father and mother.’ He replied, “I
have kept all these since my youth.” When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “There is still
one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” But when he heard this, he became sad;
for he was very rich. Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for those who have
wealth to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
Luke 19:1-10
He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he
was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on
account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and
climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus
came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I
must stay at your house today.” So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All
who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a
sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions,
Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back
four times as much.” Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house,
because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and save the
lost.”
Luke 19:11-26
As they were listening to this, he went on to tell a parable, because he was near
Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear
immediately. So he said, “A nobleman went to a distant country to get royal power for
himself and then return. He summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them ten pounds, and
said to them, ‘Do business with these until I come back.’ But the citizens of his country
hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not wasn’t this man to rule
over us.’ When he returned, having received royal power, he ordered these slaves, to
whom he had given the money, to be summoned so that he might find out what they had
gained by trading. The first came forward and said, ‘Lord, your pound has made ten more
pounds.’ He said to him, ‘Well done, good slave! Because you have been trustworthy in a
very small thing, take charge of ten cities.’ Then the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your
pound has made five pounds.’ He said to him, “And you, rule over five cities.’ Then the
other came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your pound. I wrapped it up in a piece of cloth, for I
was afraid of you, because you are a harsh man; you take what you did not deposit, and
reap what you did not sow.’ He said to him, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you
wicked slave! You knew, did you, that I was a harsh man, taking what I did not deposit
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and reaping what I did not sow? Why then did you not put my money into the bank?
Then when I returned, I could have collected it with interest.’ He said to the bystanders,
‘Take the pound from him and give it to the one who has ten pounds.’ (And they said to
him, ‘Lord, he has ten pounds!) ‘I tell you, to all those who have, more will be given; but
from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.’”
Luke 20:20-26 Cf Matthew 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17
So they watched him and sent spies who pretended to be honest, in order to trap him by
what he said, so as to hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of the governor. So
they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you are right in what you say and teach, and you
show deference to no one, but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it
lawful for us to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But he perceived their craftiness and
said to them, “Show me a denarius. Whose head and whose title does it bear?” They
said, “The emperor’s.” He said to them, “Then give to the emperor the things that are the
emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they were not able in the presence
of the people to trap him by what he said; and being amazed by his answer, they became
silent.
John 3:16
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.”
John 10:10b
I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
John 13:34
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you
also should love one another.
Acts 2:43-47
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the
apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by
day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate
their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
Acts 4:32-37
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
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common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what
was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the apostles gave the name
Barnabas (which means, “son of encouragement”). He sold a field that belonged to him,
then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
Acts 11:27-30
At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them named Agabus
stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine over all the
world; and this took place during the reign of Claudius. The disciples determined that
according to their ability, each would send relief to the believers living in Judea; this they
did, sending it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.
Acts 20:35
In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must support the weak,
remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive.’
Romans 12:1
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Romans 12:6-8
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to
faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the
giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
1 Corinthians 2:9
What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has
prepared for those who love him.
1 Corinthians 4:1-2
Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries. Moreover,
it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.
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1 Corinthians 16:2
On the first day of every week, each of you is to put aside and save whatever extra you
earn, so that collections need not be taken when I come.
2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 13-15
We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted
to the churches of Macedonia; for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy
and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For, as
I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their
means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints—
and this, not merely as we expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the
will of God, to us, so that we might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning,
so he should also complete this generous undertaking among you. Now as you excel in
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for
you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.
I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love against the
earnestness of others. For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might
become rich.
I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a
question of a fair balance between your present abundance and their need, so that their
abundance may be for your need, in order that they may be a fair balance. As it is written,
“The one who had much did not have too much,
and the one who had little did not have too little.”
2 Corinthians 9:6-12
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up
your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God
is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough
of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. As it is written, “He
scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” He who supplies
seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and
increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for your
great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of
this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many
thanksgivings to God.
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Galatians 6:9-10
So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do
not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all,
and especially for those of the family of faith.
Ephesians 5:2
Live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.
1 Timothy 4:14
Do not neglect the gift that is in you.
1 Timothy 6:6-10
Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought
nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and
clothing, we will be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation
and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and
destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to
be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many
pains.
1 Timothy 6:17-19
As for those in the present age who are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous,
and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for
the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.
Hebrews 13:15, 16
But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing
to God.
James 1:22
But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are
hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror;
for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like.
But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not
hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.
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James 1:27
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and
widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
James 2:17
So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
I Peter 4:10
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift
each of you has received.
1 John 3:17
How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or
sister in need and yet refuses help?
Revelation 4:11
O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honour and power; because you
have created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.
Revelation 5:12
Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honour and glory and blessing!
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