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A message from the Chair
We are so pleased
to share this issue
of CONTACT with
you—and hope that
you will copy and
share it with your
friends and parish
family. Those of you
who are familiar with
northern Canada
will know that one
of its distinctive
characteristics is
the youthfulness
of many of its communities. Of course
this presents challenges in terms of
developing and adapting ministry;
however, we in the Council of the North
see this as an incredible opportunity for
outreach and faith formation, especially
as many of these youth have at least
a nominal connection to the Anglican
Church. We hope you enjoy these stories
of how Anglicans are addressing the
particular needs of children and youth.
In Baptism, Sunday School, VBS, kids’
clubs, confirmation classes and more,
the Council of the North is sharing the
Gospel and training children and youth
to be disciples of our Lord. Thank-you for
taking the time to learn about our ministry,
and we ask for your continued support and
prayers.
In Christ,

The Rt. Rev. Michael Hawkins
(Saskatchewan)
Chair, Council of the North

St. George’s Brandon
Building bridges to children and youth
“Where are all the young people? We
need more young people!”
This is the anxious cry heard in churches
across the country. While the Anglican
Church has yet to come up with a definitive
solution as to how to retrieve a lost
generation of young people, The Reverend
Father Chad McCharles, Incumbent of St.
George’s Anglican in Brandon, MB (Diocese
of Brandon), has some ideas about where to
start.
“There are often walls between
generations, but walls are antithesis to
relationships. What did our Lord teach us?
He taught us to build relationships and to
tear down walls,” says the young, married
Priest and father of 2 who is halfway
through the 2nd year of his Incumbency.
Father Chad marvels at St. George’s Sunday
School roll, which now includes more than
60 names.
As the native Manitoban reflects on the
light and spark in a church that, as recently
as 2008, thought it might have to close its
doors, he sees the congregation’s willingness
to balance the tension between the
“exuberance and resistance” that is inherent
in intergenerational ministry as an integral
part of the journey.
“St. George’s has always been supportive
of its young people but it didn’t always
manifest in a formal way. There is good
chemistry between the generations, older
folks are supportive of the kids and put up
with shenanigans.” Father Chad explains
that in the faces of all these young people,
longtime parishioners see the future of the
parish and they have a good perspective on
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St. George’s has
always been
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in a formal way.
what is, or is not, “a big deal.”
Father Chad credits the previous
Incumbent, Father Jim Brown who had been
in the Parish for 22 years, with having paved
the way for an openness to, and readiness
for change. “When Rev. Jim brought in some
contemporary music some of the more
traditional spaces were changed. Visually
the Church became quite un-Anglican but
they made room for the praise band and it
worked for them.”
Today, Father Chad has returned one
half of the chancel to a more traditionallooking Anglican chancel: “The left side
has choir pews and the right side has the
paraphernalia for the praise band.”
In addition to offering a welcoming
mix of both traditional and contemporary
worship music, St. George’s also makes sure
to involve young people in the church’s
- please see BRANDON on page 3
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Yukon Style
Growing family engagement
through worship, crafts and meals.

A

few years ago, calling a church
“messy” might have inspired an
impromptu work bee complete with mops

RANCH 		
Helping families build a better
future through the Gospel

K

amloops, in the heart of Interior BC’s
ranching country, is surrounded by
mountains and desert landscape. Shaped
like a “Y” and sitting at the junction of the
North and South Thompson Rivers, its
economy is based on logging, mining, cattle
ranching and a large university. Tucked into
one of its lower income neighbourhoods
is St. George’s Anglican Church, one of the
Anglican Parishes of the Central Interior.

and pails, brooms and dustpans.
Today, however, the “Messy Church”
moniker is not about dust and clutter,
but rather about churches finding
fresh and creative ways to connect—
both with people who once knew
something about church but
became disengaged and with
those who have never known
anything at all about
church but are
open to learning
more.
“When
I called the
representative
from Messy Church
in England, she told me I was
their first Messy Bishop!” says
the Rt. Rev. Larry Robertson. Robertson,
together with parishioners at Christ Church
Cathedral in Whitehorse, is carrying the
Messy Church banner for the Diocese of
the Yukon. “There were a lot of people and
families that the Cathedral wanted to reach
out to, but many of the families hadn’t been
to church since their parents took them.”
The Cathedral’s Messy Church gatherings
have been held monthly and include
about 20 to 30 people, primarily families.
Participants do crafts, have a short worship
time and share a meal. Bishop Larry says
that the meal is “very important because it
begins to make you feel like a family.”
Bishop Larry is unfazed by critics of the
Fresh Expressions movement who often
ask, “Is it really church?” His passion for the
initiative is unwavering: “Church is people
gathering together in the name of Jesus, to
learn and share. One of the problems we
have as Anglicans is that we meet with God
in a very specific way: Communion. But
Church is not only that, it’s also meeting
together and sharing. When people are
meeting around a coffee table and having

HOUSE

fellowship that is church. We meet in the
name of Christ and learn about him in
many ways other than just Communion.”
The Messy Church gatherings have been
a challenge for the ageing congregation at
the Cathedral, but Bishop Larry says, “Some
have dug deeper and some from outside the
church are pitching in with the cooking. It’s
starting to pull people in.”
Bishop Larry says word-of-mouth
advertising has been the most effective way
to spread the word about Messy Church.
Still, he says, “We also have a couple
of sandwich boards we put out a week
beforehand, and we advertise on the radio
and we give the kids a little card which
says when the next meeting is. We had one
family, a single mother, call to say she lived
on the outskirts and didn’t have a ride. We
arranged for transportation and they’ve
been coming for the past 6 months.”
“It’s messy and it’s church, but is it also
fun?” I ask, to which the Bishop replies,
“People like it so they are coming back. This
has to be enjoyable—if it’s not enjoyable
people aren’t going to come back.”

Participants at Messy Church share in craft
projects at Christ Church Cathedral in Whitehorse.

ministries

The Rev. Captain Isabel Healy-Morrow,
St. George’s priest, says Kamloops is “a
beautiful place but there are not as many
jobs as there could be. And some people,
because of their health or mental illness,
will always be struggling.” She describes her
neighbourhood: “It’s little old houses that
were built after the Second World War—we
have many seniors, First Nations people as
well as new Canadians.” Healy-Morrow says
many families in her community struggle
with poverty—the stress of dealing with
landlords, mould, and not having enough
money for things like good winter boots.
- please see RANCH HOUSE on page 3
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There was a clear need
for a fun, educational
program that would
extend the VBS
throughout the year.
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BRANDON
- continued

broader outreach ministries.
“The parish has a very active youth
group called The Dragon Slayers. Young
people from grades 7 and up are invited
to come hang out every Thursday. There
are five areas of focus: faith formation,
mission at home, mission abroad, ecoearth, and…ridiculousness!” Father Chad
is unapologetic as to that last one: at St.
George’s, kids are allowed to be kids.
Built in 1956, St. George’s Church is
located in a low-income residential area
with small, well-kept houses filled with
working class people, many of whom live
paycheck to paycheck. In addition, the
parish is not far from a downtown core,
which struggles with issues of poverty
and homelessness. In other words, the
community has needs.
“We have a monthly program carried out
by the Dragon Slayers called Heart Dogs

RANCH HOUSE
- continued

And come summer, many have no extra
money—and no car—for things like trips to
the beach and camping.
So for one summer week, the parish
decided to offer a program called Ranch
House Kids. Healy-Morrow says, “It’s
basically a VBS format: there’s a talking
horse puppet and all kinds of arts, crafts,
Bible stories—everything on a ranch theme.

Ranch House kids enjoy a day of horseback riding.

where we prepare and hand out hotdogs,
hot chocolate and donuts to those living
on the streets of Brandon. The church is
our base camp. We use our kitchen to get
everything ready and we go downtown.”
In addition to local outreach, St. George’s
also has its eye on global needs as well. “We
have a wonderful relationship with Eagles
Wings Children’s Village, Uganda. For many
years we have given financial support to
help broaden their outreach to orphans.”
A number of parishioners have taken up a
fundraising project that will send 10 people
from St. George’s, including members of the
Dragon Slayers Youth group, to Uganda in
2015 to help with a building project.
To support the mission trip to Uganda, or
for more information about ministry at St.
George’s Brandon, you can friend them on
Facebook or visit www.stgeorgesbrandon.
ca. A future issue of Contact will feature
Part 2 of this parish profile focusing on St.
George’s food ministry to needy families.

Children at St. George’s act out the events of
Good Friday with a passion play.

And Kamloops is in the heart of ranching
country so we thought, ‘This is perfect.’”
When the week of VBS came to an
end, the kids asked, “Does this have to
stop?” For Healy-Morrow and her United
Church partners this was a sign that a more
longterm ministry was needed. Unlike their
schoolmates, many children in St. George’s
neighbourhood aren’t enrolled in hockey,
ballet and piano lessons—and so extending
the VBS throughout the year was a clear
ministry opportunity.
The parish applied to APCI and received
a $4000 ministry grant, which they used to
hire a part-time youth worker and to buy
food. And so began the twice-monthly
meetings of Ranch House Kids. “So we
start with a hot sit-down meal, in sort of a
ranch house style—a long table with a red
gingham tablecloth—and we say grace. And
it’s hearty food—we’ll have meatballs and
spaghetti or pizza or lasagna and always a
veggie platter and milk and juice.” Following
dessert there’s a puppet show with a Bible
theme, a craft, and then music—perhaps
dancing to praise songs, and a closing
prayer.
But for Healy-Morrow and the other
volunteers, the main thing is that the
children “get to know who Jesus and God
are.” Ranch House Kids’ vision is to “give
them some understanding of the Gospel,
and make the Gospel real for their lives, and

make them feel loved and cared for, and
to help their self-esteem, social skills and
impulse management.”
Each Friday, the program serves about
a dozen children, 7 of whom also attend
Sunday School. Healy-Morrow tries to
have some carryover from Fridays to
Sundays: “During children’s time at Sunday
worship, the kids will talk about what they
made or what they learned. Or I’ll have a
little refresher—‘We talked about the 10
Commandments, can you name one or two
of the 10 Commandments that we learned
at Ranch House Kids?’”
So the ministry goes beyond Friday
nights, but it also goes beyond the church
building—Healy-Morrow wants these
children to “see what the world has to offer
and that life isn’t just a struggle.” Field trips
include farm visits, horseback riding, and
most recently, the symphony. “Some of
those kids didn’t know what a symphony
was. After in the parking lot, they said ‘That
was amazing!’….They’re just blown away by
it—the music and the instruments.”
Healy-Morrow, who’s been a Captain with
the Canadian Forces for 13 years and serves
as Padre for the Rocky Mountain Rangers,
is passionate about helping families that
are “struggling to find a brighter light and
a better future.” She says, “It’s one thing to
talk about the Gospel, but this is where the
rubber hits the road—in a really good way.”

www.anglican.ca/cn
facebook.com/CounciloftheNorth
cnc@national.anglican.ca

Your support of the Council of the North
makes ministries like Ranch House Kids
possible.
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